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UNIT 51

Unit 51

Basic Sentences

(Edqucation)

Is there much difference between
the Ethiopian and American
[system of] education?

Generally speaking ('when con-
sidered in general!') the
Ethiopian [system of] education
resembles the American [system]
1n many respects (t'things'). In
some respects, however, 1t is
different.

college

For example the education gaiven

at college level 1s very similar

to that [given] in America.

But the education given at
elementary and secondary
level 18 not similar to
the American education.

How many grades are there in the
elementary schools?

There are eight grades ('the
elementary schools are divided

into eight grades!').

Since the course of each grade 1is
designed for one year, eight
years are required to complete
the elementary education.

(s1le timihirt)

xohannls

beityoPiyanna bamerika timihirt
mekakkel bizu liyyunnet alle 1

keobbede

beTeKlallaw sittasseb, yeltyoPiya
timihairtinna yamerika timihirt
bebizu neger yimmesasselal.
honom bandand neger yileyayyal.

kole

lomissale bokolej dereja
yormmisseTTew timihirt
kamerika timihirt gar
beTam yimmesasselal.

bandefifia derejanna bohulettefifia
dereja yommisseTTew timihirt
gin, kamerika timihirt gar
ayimmesasselim.

xphannls

andefifia dereja timihiritbetoc
sint kiflocc alluwaccew.

kobbede

andefifia dersja timihirtbetoc
besimmint kifloc yikkeffelallu.

beyyandandu kifil yand amet
timihirt silemmisseTT, andofifia
dersja timihirtbetin lemeCerrs:s
simmint amet yasfelligal.
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yohannis
the way of dividing

And what are the divisions of the
secondary schools?

kobbede
The secondary schools are divided
into four grades, and a four
year course 1s given in all
schools of this kaind.

As University and college education
resembles the American system
of education in many respects,
I can't tell you anything new on
that subject (!'there 1s nothing
new for you').

akkofafsl

hulettefifia dereja timihirtbetocciss
akkefafelaccow indet new t

hulettefifia dersja timihirtbetoc
barat kifloc yikkeffelallu.
indszzih ballut timihirtbetoc
hullu yaratt amet timihirt
y1sssTTal.

bekole jinna beyuniversitl wisT
yormisseTTew timihirt kamerika
tamihart gar bebizu neger
s1leommimmesassel lersiwo addis
nagor aydellem.

Useful Words

medical, medicine
private, personal

religious, ecclesiastical,
spiritual

mission
scholarship
there 1s plenty

average, medium

yohikkaminna timihirt immarallshu.
yogill sira alleil.

monfosawi timihirt Tiru new.

misiyon
1skolar§1p
bewasington wisT mekina moltowal.

yohannis meTenefifia sew now.

Questions and Answers

wodezzih ager yomeTTah lemindin new.

yandefifia dersja timihirt lememmar new
woyiss yehulettefifia deresja.

yandefiflanna yehulottefifia dereja
timihirthin yét tomark.

yamerika timihartinna yelityoPiya
timihairt yimmesasselal ?

50L

lotimihirt new.

yollem, yokolej timihirt lemommar
now.

agere wisT temirre Cerrosku.

4 td
awon, yeteKerarrobe now.
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lomin yokole) timihirthin agerih

wisT alKeTTelhim.

lemshonu beTam bizu kole jocc
alluwaccihu 1

ahun 1zzih ager yét timihairtbet
indemmithedinna, min aynst
timihairt indemmittimmar
tawKallsh t

timihirthin keCerresk bshwala
boKoTT1ta wedagerih timmellesalleh ?

kotomollesk bohwala mastemar
tifelligallsh ¢

1kole) wisT yemmiyastemiru bizu
ityoPiyawiyan astemariwocc allut

ityoPiya wisT yallew yehikkiminna
kole} yét kotoma new.

addis abeba koteoma wisT bizu
kole jocc allu ¢t

ante yotomarkibbet timihirtbet
besi yemmiKKoTTeru temariwocc
allut t

yotimihirtbetu direkter ityoPiyawi
nebbor.4

beityoPiya timihirtbetoc wisT
wondinna set temariwocc abrew
yairmarallu 1

timihirtbetoc bemulu yemengist
naccow t

yobete kristiyan timihirtbetoc
komonfosawi timihirt lela min
yastomirallu.

beityoPiya wisT temariwoc
lotimihirtaccew genzsb yikeflallu 1

ityoPiya wisT bizu yegill
timihirtbetocec allut

505

1skolarsip silagefifiohu meTTahu

inji, i1zziyaw liKoyyinna
11KsTT11 1cal nebber.

yollem, beTam bizu aydellum.

yolleam, alawKim.

yollem, 1loTiKit gize awropan
megobfiet 1mmefifiallehu.

4
awon, yemastemar sira beTam dess
yilefifial.

boTam bizu aydellum. honom
menorun allu.
begondsr kotoma wisT new.

yollem, Tikit naccew.

d v
awo, bizu si temariwocc allut.

éwo, ityoP1yawi nebber.

kd
awo, abrew yimmarallu.

yollem, andand yegill
timihirtbetocc allu.

lela bizu aynet timihirt
yastemirallu.

éwo, Tirkit genzeb yikeflallu.

beTam bizu aydellum. yallutim
timihirtbetoc yemmiggefifiut
1t1121121K kotomawoc wisT now.
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beityoPiya wisT beyyametu temaribetoc indezzih ager bemeskerem wer
bemin wer yijjemmerallu. wisT new.
ityoPiya wisT bizu ysmisiyon éwo, moltewal.
temaribetocec allu ¢
bizu yersa timihirtbetocc allu t éwo, bizu naccew.
yastemari demoz beTam Tiru new ? yollem, boTam Taru aydellem.
yoKodamawil hayle sillase yuniversiti yemengist yuniversiti new.
yog1ll new, woyiss yemengist.
yemmiggofifiewiss yét kotema new. addis abeba wisT new.
bizu temariwoc yiggefdifiubbetal % maTenefifia naccew,
dirset
course kors

alsorrahum bilo kade.

to deny mokad
to be denied mekkad

beityoPiya wisT liyyu liyyu tamihirtbetoc beyyebotaw tekeftew, bsbizu
8i yommiKKoTTeru yoltyoPiya wsTTatoc yimmarubbaccewal. 1innezzihim
timihirtbetoc besost wanna kifloc yikkeffelallu. yomejemmeriyaw kifil
andsfifia dereja timihairtbetoc yibbalallu. bennezzih timihirtbetoc wisT
yosimmint amet kors yissoTTal. bshulettefifia dereja timihirtbetoc gin
yaratt amet timihirt yisseTTal.

mannaccewim aynet keffitefifia timihirt yemmisseTTew bekole jinna
beyuniversiti wisT silshone, lekeffitefifia timihirt yetezegajjut temariwoc
hullu wede yuniversiti yihedallu. Dbokolej wisT yemmisseTTew timihirt laratt
amet new. bezzih gize wisT temariwoccu liyyu liyyu timihirt yimmarallu.
yekole) timihirtaccewin siyakkenawwinu gimmasoccu sira yiyizallu. gimmaSoccu
gin lekeffatefifia timihirt wede yuniversiti yihedallu. baddis abeba koteoma
w1sT yetekeffoteow addisu yuniversiti iyyetesfaffa sihed yetemariwoccu KuTair
1yyebezza indemmihed ysmmayikkad new.
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TiyyaKewoc

boityoPiya wasT sint temariwoc yiggefifiallu.

beityoPiya wisT bizu timihirtbetoc allu ?t

yoltyoPiya timihairtbetoc besint kifiloc yikkeffolallu.

yomoe jermeriyaw kifil min yibbalal.

bandefifia dereja timihirtbetoc w1sT;yesfht amet kors yissoTTal.
koffitefifia timihirt yét yiggefifial.

bokolej wisT min aynet timihirt yisseTTal.

yuniversiti wisT lemegbat min madreg yasfelligal.

yuniversiti wisT lemogbat habtam mehon yasfelligal t

bamerika wisT sint yuniversitiwoc yiggefifiallu.
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Unit 52

Basic Sentences

(Edqucation - Cont.)

yohannas

What kind of courses are offered
in the elementary and secondary
schools®

kobbeods

Generally speaking the same
courses that are offered in
your country (are offered
here),

geography
fine arts

art, craft

for example, geography, mathematics,
haistory, fine arts, languages and
religion (are offered in the
elementary and secondary schools).

philosophy
political science
administration
seience

And the colleges offer courses such
as philosophy, economics, law,
political science, administration,
engineering, sciences, and medicine.

zohannls

Do the students study these courses
in English?

kobbede

They use both Amharic and Englaish
in the elementary and secondary
schools.

co08

bandsefifianna bshulettefifia dersja
timihirtbetoc wisT min aynet
timihirt yisseTTal.

beTeKlallaw bsrsiwo ager
yommissaTTow timihirt
1zzihim yisseTTal.

jografi
sine Tibsb
Tibeb

lomissale jografi, KuTir, btarik,
sine Tibeb, KwanKwanna haymanot
bandefifianna bshulettefifia doreja
timihirtbetoc wisT yisseTTallu.

fi1lsifinna
poletik
astodader
sayins

bokole 3 dogmo inde filsifinna,
higg, poletik, astedadsr,
mehandisimmet, sayinsinna
hikkiminna yomesassolut
timihirtoc yisseTTallu.

tomariwoccu innezzihain timihirtoc
yormmimmarut benglizififia new t

bandefifianna behulettafifia dors ja
timihirtbetoc wisT amaraififianinna
inglizafifian yiTTeKKemubbaccowal.
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But in the colleges they use bokole] wisT gin inglizififianinna
English and French. ferensayififian yi1TTeKKemubbaccewal.
yohannis
Does the government pay the temariwoccun mengist i1yyekeffols
educational expenses, or do new yemmlyastemiraccew, weyiss
the students themselves® rasaccew 1yyekeffelﬁ new.
kobbeds
expenses woCi
The government used to pay all Kedmo Lkandefifia dereja timihirtbet
the educational expenses from 1skekole) dires mengist
the elementary to college level. mannaccewinim weCli 1yyekeffols

temariwoccun yastemir nsbbsr.

But now the government pays half ahun gin gimmasun mengist,
of the expenses and the other half gimmasun temariwoccu indikeflu
13 paid by the students ('it has tedergowal.

been made that the students should
pay one half and the Govermment
the other half!).

yohannis
to assist, to help maggez
Since education 1s getting more timihairt beTam 1yyetewsddeds
and more expensive, 1t would bemshedu, temariwoccun mengist
be very difficult for the kalaggozaccoWw bestoKer berasaccew
students to pay for their 1yyokeffolu lememmar beTam
education without the goverrnment's yascoeggiraccowal.
assistance.
kobbede
to be suspected, to be doubted meTTerTer
there 1s no doubt about 1t yommay1TTeraTTor now.
There 18 no doubt about this, and yih yemmaleTereTTér now. silezzih
that 1s why the govermnment grants mongist landand temariwoc
scholarships to some students. 1skolarsip yiseTal.
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Grammatical Notes

Note 52.1 Verb: The verb /memulat/ 'to fill' uged impersonally, as 1n
/moltowal/ 'there 1s plenty', /moltofifial/ 'I have
plenty', etc.

bewasington wisT mekina moltowal. There are a lot of cars in
Washington.
éwo, moltewal. Yes, there are plenty.

The present perfect of the verb /memulat/ 'to f£i1ll! may be used imper-
sonally in expressions (/moltowal/ and /moltewal/) equivalent to the English
'there 18 plenty,' 'there are plenty' as 1llustrated by the above examples.
The same form used with verb suffix pronouns means 'I have plenty,! 'you

have plenty,!' etc.

Exampless
sewiyyew lijoc moltotal. The man has plenty of children.
kobtoc moltofifial. I have a large herd of cattle.

The paradigm of this form iss

moltofifial 'T have plenty!
moltohal 'you (m) have plenty'’
moltosal tyou (I) have plenty!
moltotal 'he has plenty!
moltwatal 'she has plenty!
moltonal 'we have plenty!'
moltowaccihuwal 'you (pl.) have plenty!
moltowaccewal 'they have plenty!'

Questions and Answers

1zzih hakimbet wisT silehikkiminna éwo, moltewal.
yommiyawKu sewocc allu t

balebetih yogill habt allat % 1ndeté, betoleyy amerika wisT
moltwatal.
monfesawl timihirt lememmar éwo, moltowal.

yemmifelligu sewocc allu %
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imisiyon timihirtbet mastemar
yemmifelligu astemariwocec 1zzih
kotoma wisT yiggefifiallu 1

yotimihirt minister bizu iskolarsip
allew ¢

1bunnabetu wisT bizu sew alle t

yojografinna yetarik timihirt
yotemaru ityoPiyawiyan allu $

isine Tibeb taimihirtbet waisT
~poletikinna filsifinna
yommimmaru temariwoc moltewal ¢

kelityoPiya yemeTTu sewoc tawKallsh ?

bommimeTaw sammint bizu weCi
tadergallsh 1*

bethin sittisera yemmiyaggizuh
gwadefifiocc alluh ¢

bozzih ketema wisT kemminorut
sewoc mekakkel bepolis
yormiTToreTToru allu %

zare keseat behwala min tadergallsh.

innants mendser Kabsro moltowal %

yormisseT fiyyel alleh %
abbatih baizui kebt allaccew t
ityoPiya wisT bizu aynet kebt alle t

boketemaw aTesgeb yemmittadden awre
alle ¢

innante TeKlay gizatoc wisT'
t111111K terarawoc yiggeiifiallu t

sinimabet maKwaKwam yemmifslligu
sewoc tawKalleh %

astomari mehon yemmifelligu
sewoce allu t

bezzih wor wisT wedaddls abeba
yommihedu sewocc allu 1

kolijoccih mekakkel hikkiminna
mommar yommifellig man new.

S11

4
awon, moltewal.

éwo, moltotal.

awo, moltowal.

4
awo, moltewal.

yollem, innezzihin timihirtoce
1zzih timihirtbet waisT
ayastemirum.

' v
awo, wasington wisT moltewal.

woCl yemmadergibbet bizu mikniyat
moltofifial.

’ ¥
awo, moltofifial.

4
awo, moltewal.

KoToero moltofifial.

Tint nebber 1n3i, ahun andim
ayiggefifiim.

4

awo, moltofifial. ¢
4

awo, moltowaccewal.
’

awo, moltowal.

rd
awo, lesiga yermihonu awrewoc
moltewal.

’
awo, moltewal.

sinimabet lemaKwaKwam
vormifelligu sewoc moltewal.

4
awo, bizu gulmasoc moltewal.

éwo, 1fifla mesriyabet waisT
moltewal.

t1l1liKu 113é new.
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yotififidaw yemisiyon hospital
hakimoce allut.

poletik yoemmimmaru bizu
ityoPiyawiyan allu t

ityoPiyan hedsw yayyu bizu
amerikawiyan allu t

dirset

program

priority

to recognize, to understand,
to realize

one third

The ministry of Education
and Fine Arts.

to hire, to give an appointment
borough
in regard to

astonishing, remarkable

to surprise, to thrall,
to astonish

progress

step

to surpass, to excell
growth
wealth

addisu yemisiyon hospital hakimoc
moltotal.

4
awo, moltowal.

éwo, boyyokotemaw moltewal.

program
yih sira Keddemtinnetin agifitowal.

timihirt asfellagi mehonun

tegoenszzebe.

meggeonzob

siso habten seTTehut.

yotimihirtinna sine Tibeb minister.

ato kebbede asker KoTTere.
meKTer
betinnis Kebole wisT inorallshu.

mesriyabetu besira regsd
yetawweKé now.

yotomariw nigiggair asdennaki
nsbber.

ma sdennskK

yeityoPiya irmijja asdennaKi new.
hulett 1rmijja indshede, temsellese.

bizu temariwoc kabbatoccaccow
liKewal.

melaK
yelityoPiya 1dget keff yale now.

yeityoPiya bilSiginna bersa new.

koityoPiya mengist yesira programoc hullu Keddsmtinnetin yeyaze, timihirt

new. lager messSasal asfellagi kehonut negeroc andﬁ, timihirt mshonun
bemeggoenzeb yoityoPiya mengist siso bajstun yommiyaTefaw betimihart 1ay new.
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kasra zeTefl meto arba amete mihret jemmiro, yetimihirtinna sins Tibeb
minister beityoPiya bemella timihirtbetoc beyyekotemaw bemesrat, yetimihirt
messariya bemegzatinna astemariwoc bemeKTer bizu Tiret adrigowal. Kedmo
andefifia dereja timihirtbetoc bicca beot11l111l1K ketemawoc bicca yigefifiu nebber.
ahun gin betininnis ketemawoc, bemenderoccinna beKebelewoc bebizu tesfaftow
yiggefifiallu.

bekeffitefifia timihirt reged yeityoPiya mengist asdennakKi irmijja
adrigowal., Kedmo yensbberut kolejoc kemesfafataccewim belay bizu adaddis
kole joc beyyebotaw tekeftewal. keliyyu laiyyu kolejoc timihirtaccewin
Corrisow yoweTTu temariwoc beKuTir iyyebezzu hedewal. kezzlhim belay
betimihirtaccew beTam liKew lemmiggefifiut temariwoc 1skolarsip 1yyoteseTTe
lokeffitefifia timihirt wode wiCC agor bebizat yirhedallu. yeltyoPiya 1dgetinna
bilSiginna yetemoserrestew betemarut lijjoccwa lay silshone, timihirt wedefit
boTam 1yyetesfaffa indemmlhed bizu tesfa yidderregal.

TlxxaKewoc

timihirt lemin y1TeKmal.

yoltyoPiya siso bajet bemin lay yiTefal.

bizu timihirtbetoc beltyoPiya wisT yiggefifiailu 1
timihirtbetoccu yét yiggefifiallu.

bokeffitefifia timihirt reged yotefeoSSemewin neger asredda.
temariwoc timihirtaccewin siCerrisu min yadergallu.
temariwoc lemin wede wiCC ager yihedallu,

timihirt wedefit beityoPiya wisT lomin 1yyetesfaffa yihedal.
1skolarsip yommisseTTaccew temariwoc bizu naccew t

1skolarsip lemagfiet min madreg yasfolligal.
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AMHARIC

Unit 53

Basic Sentences

yohannis
system

For a long time I've been anxious
to learn ('I had wanted to know!')
about the system of the Ethiopian
Government.

Would you like to tell me [something
about 1tl?
kobbods
old, former, ancient

As Ethiopia has been ruled by kings
since ancient times, her system
of government 1s based upon
monarchy.

yohannis
to be called
Why are Ethiopian kings called
'Kings of kings'®
kobbods

to be administered
In the old times Ethiopia was
divided into many parts.
Each part was administered by
a kang.
emperor
Theodor
Menelik
to unafy
weak

to conquer, to win,

Sl

aKwam

s1le ityoPiya mengist aKwam
kobizu gize jJoemmiro lemawsK
1fellaig nebber,

fiKadiwo bihon linsgrufi

yiweddallu ¢

diro/duro

kodiro jemmiro ityoPiya

yommittiggezzaw banigus
silshone, ysmengistwa sine
sirat yetemeserrsteow benigus
léy now.

maTTerat

lomin yoityoPiya nigusoc niguss

negoest tebilew yiTTerrallu.

mettedader

beKedmo gize ityoPiya bebizu

kifloc tekefafla nebber.

1yyandandu kifl benigus

yittedadder nobber.
aSe
tewodros
minilak
and madrag
dekkama

v v
massennaf



BASIC COURSE UNIT 53

When powerful emperors like haylefila nigusoc indaSe
Theodor and Menelik rose to tewodrosinna indaSe minllik
power and strove to unite yallu tensstew, ityoPiyan
Ethiopia, they conquered weaker and lsmadreg beTarubbet gize,
kings and ruled over the country dekkama nigusoccin assennifew
as kings of kings. niguse negest tobilew geztewal.

Grammatical Notes

Note 53.1 The use of the preposition /b(s)~/ 1n combination with the post-
position /reged/ 'in regard to', 'by!', 'as far as...concerned.'

mesrilyabetu besira reged yetawweKé '"The office 1s known by [the
now. efficiency of 1t's] work.'

bekeffitefifia timihirt reged 'In regard to higher education
yoityoPiya mengist asdennaKi the Ethiopian Government has
irmijja adrigowal. made remarkable progress.'

Other exampless

4
boemelk roged dehna nec. 1She'!'s fine as far as her
appearance 1S concerned.'

botimihirt reged ageru "With regard to education the
wodohwala new. country 1s backward.'
bezzih reged altesmammanim. '"We did not agree in this respect.'’

Note 53.2 Verbs Replacement of /s/ by /8/ in the causative prefix /as-/.

.. .dokkama negusoccin assennifow... ... 'having conquered the weaker
kings'...

The causative prefix /as-/ may be /as-/ with some verbs in /S-/, as 1in
/aSSennefe,/ 'he won', /aSSoms/ 'he recommended for appointment', /asSeTe/

'he caused to sell!, etc.
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Questions and Answers

beTebay reged Tirunes indet nec.

siraw beprogramu meseret yommisserra
yimeslihal t

sirawin yagofifiow beKeddemtinnet new *
yeKesun nigiggir bemulu tegenszzebhew 1

yomesriya betaccihu bajet bamet sint
new.

bommimeTaw amet bizu serratefifioc
ti1KeTrallaccaihu ¢

bennante Kebele babur Tabiya alls t

amerika mekina bemosrat beTam keff
yale 1irmijja adrigowal %

yaSe tewodros bilSiginna kaSe
minilik bilSiginna yibelT nebber *

yagorih ystimihirt idget ahun keff
1yyale hedowal t

betimihirt reged ityoPiya
yaderregocciw 1rmijja beTam
asdennaki meslo yittayyihal t

yennante Kebele astedadari sim man new.

yosayins timihirt beTam keff yalebbet
ager man new.

l1jih sayins lememmar yifelligal 1

lomehonu wodelela ager hedoh
yaderregutin irmijja temelkitehal t

bemin aynet timihirt dekkama
timeslihallec.

aSe minilik dekkama nigus nebbsru t

beyyoweru yedemozhin siso leman
tiseTallsh.

yower bajotihin beoweru me jemmeriya
mawoK ticilalleh t
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r'd
beTam Tiru nsc.

éwo, yemmisserra yimeslefifial.

yollem, batimihirtd new.
éwo, togenezzebhut.

d
and meto Si birr new.
’ ~ At
awo, hulett meto serratsfifioc

inKeTrallen.

yawtobus Tablya inji, yebabur
Tabiya yellem.

éwo, koff yale 1rmijja adrigowal.

man yawKal.

éwo, beTam keff bilowal.

4 2
awo, beTam asdennaKi new.

ato yohannis yibbalal.

amerika new.

yollem, yesayins timihirt
beCirras ayasdessitewim.

éwo, temelkiccallshu.

bssayins dekkama timeslefifiallsc.

yollem, beTam haylefifia nigus
nebberu.

lennate 1likillatallshu.

bizu gize awKewallshu.
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askerhin besint KeTTerhew.

yotonaggerhew neger meTfo mehonun

ahun tegenszzebhew 1

lotimihirtih yemmihon genzeb
lomagfiot Tireh nebber T

yozzih ager yesayins 1irmijja
beTam asdennaki aydellem %

bosayins roged kezzih agsr yeolaKe
ager yalle yimeslihal 1

yamerikanna yeityoPiya mengist

astedader and aynet yimeslihal t

set besirawanna beTebaywa
yemittiwedded yimeslihal 1

v ’ vV
kantsnna keTirunes man assennsfe.

duro 1zzih ager norshal t

duro yayyshowin ager deogmoh mayet
t1felligalleh 1

duro amaraififia tinnagger nsbber t

diro ystemarhewin zare
tastawwisewalleh 1

yodirowin yoityoPiyan kotema
tawKalleh 1

yodirow szmih méan nebber 1

diro 1ketemaw wisT sinimabetoc
nebboru %

diro beyyegizew sinima tay nebber t

1zzih ager diro meTtsh nebber 1

yodirowin gonzeb lewwsTut ¢

yodirow aynet mekina ahun yiggefifial 1

yodirow betih yeteserra kenCet
nsbbor ¢
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bassir birr KeTTerhut.

éwo, tegonzibbewallshu.

éwo, beTam Tirre nebbser.

éwo, beTam asdennaki now.

1ne yommawKew lela ager yollem.

yollem, yetelayayyé new.

man yawKal.

Tirunes assennefec.

yollem, ahun yeme jommeriya
gizeyé new.

éwo, mayet 1felligallshu.

awo, diro innaggsr nebber.

yollem, alastawwisewim.
éwo, awKallehu.

lomma nebber.

éwo, bizu sinimabetoc nebberu.

éwo, beyyesammintu ay nebber.
awo, bslijinnete meTicce nebber.
éwo, addis genzeb awTiteowal.
éwo, yiggofifial.

éwo, konCet nebber.
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dirset
under meSihafu keTereoPezaw gig new.
communications moggonafifia bamerika wisT
tesfaftowal
famous napoliyon simeTiru sow nebber.
girmawl janhoy beityoPiya lay
nogsowal.
to reign monges
great kobbode tallaK sew new.

bahunu zsmen ityoPiya yemmittiggezzaw beniguse negest si1lTan Sir new.
and sew niguse negest malet min malet new bilo biTeyyiK yosmmimmellesillot
mols indemmikkottslew naw.

niguse nogest malet yenigusoc nigus malet new. beKoedmo zsmen ityoPiya
bebazu kifloc tekefafla nebber. iyyandandu kifl rasun yecale ager nsbber.
kolelaw kifl gar yommiyaggonafifiew bizu neger alnsbbersm. mengedinna
moggonafifia silalnsbbere, kandu kifl wedslelaw kifl mehed beTam ascsggari
nebber. bezzlh mikniyat i1yyandandu ager berasu nigus yittedadder nsbber.

ityoPiyan and lemadreg bizu simeTiru nigusoc tonestew teleyayto
yensbberewin ager and kaderregut behwala niguse negest tobilew negsewal.
indezzih yallut talallaK nigusoc simaccew beityoPiya tarik lay teSifo
yiggefifial.

TiyyaKewoc

bahunu zomen ityoPiya yemmittiggezzaw 1indét new.

ityoPiyan yemmigsza man new.

niguse nsagest min malet new.

beKodmo zemen ityoPiya bebizu kifloc tokofaffla nebber t
1yyandandun kifil man yigezaw nabber,

kandu kifil wede lelaw kifil beKellalu mohed yiccal nebber 1
yomengedinna yemeggenafifia TiKim mindin new.

ityoPiyan and yaderrsege man new.

agerin and madrog asceggar{ new ¢t

’
amerikan and yaderrege man new.
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Basic Sentences

Constitution

Does Ethiopia have a Constitution®

Ethiopia adopted her Constitution

in the year 1931 according to
the Buropean calendar.

This constitution was revised
(1came out expanded agaln')

in 1955.

parliament

How many chambers is the
Parliament divaided into®

The Ethiopian Parliament 1is
divided into two chambers.

House of Representatives

The first chamber 1s called the
House of Representatives,

senate

and the other chamber i1s called
the Senate.

vote, elections, choice

xohannls

kobbedo

thannls

kobbads

yohannis

What kind of elections do you have

( 'Thow 18 the election of the
Parliament !)%
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higge mengist

ityoPiya higge mengist allat

indawroPa aKKoTaTer basra zsTefl
moto selasa and amste mihret
ityoPiya higge mengist
awTitallec.

yih higge mengist basra zeTefl
moto hamsa ammist amete mihret
indegona tesfafto weTtowal.

parlama

parlamaw besfht kifloc
yikkeffolal.

yoityoPiya parlama behulstt
kifloc yakkeffslal.

yohigg memriya

yome jormeriyaw kifl yshigg
memriya yibbalal.

yehigg mewessafifia

hulettefifiaw kifl degmé, yohigg
mowoassefifia yibbalal.

mirCa

yoparlama mirCa indét new.
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kebbede
member abal
county awrajja
district wereda
The people elect the members of lohigg memriya yemmihonutain
the House of Representatives abaloc, hizbu keyyeTeKlay
from every province, county gizatu, keyyawrajjawinna,
and distraict, keyyoworsdaw yimerTal.
nobleman balabbat
to appoint mesom
and the Emperor selects and lehigg mewsssefifia yemmlhonutin
appoints the senators from abaloc degmo, niguse nagsstu
among the notables and nobles bosiraccew ketawwsKut
who are known for their deeds. mekwanintoccinna balabbatoc
mekakkel merTo yisomal.
yohannis
to be elected mermereT
/
How many years are the members abaloccu lesint amet yimmsrreTallu.
[of the Parliament] elected for?
kobbede
to be appointed meossom
While the members of the House of yohigg memriya abaloc laratt amet
Representatives are elected for bicca simmerreTu, yshigg
four years, the senators are mewossefifia abaloc lesiddist
appointed for six years, amet y1§§oma11u.

Grammatical Notes

Note S5L4.1 Postposition /sir/ 'under'

ityoPiya yemmittiggezzaw bsnuguse 'Ethiopia 1s ruled by ('under the
nagest silTan Sir new. authority of'!') the emperor.
moSihafu keTeroPezaw Sir new. 'The book 1s under the table.'!

The postposition /sir/ 'under' is used in combination with the prefix-
preposition /k(e)-/, /b(s)-/ or /1~/ interchangeably. Thus 'The book 1s under
the table! may be said /meSihafu keTerePezaw sir new/, /meSihafu beTeroPezaw
sir new/ and /meSihafu 1TeroPezaw sir new/.
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Questions and Answers

o s /
yemeggenafifia ministru man naccew.

yeT1irunes abbat simeTiru nebberu t

boityoPiya lay mengss yemmicil indet
yalls sow mehon allebbet.

ityoPiya wisT nigus sint amet
menges yicilal.

tallaK wendimmih yommimmarew yét
ager new.

kemeSihafu sir ysnebberewin gazeTa
4
man wossedew.

4
ato lomma yemmiseraw keman sir naw.

yoityoPiya parlama yommiggefl
beyatlﬁﬁéw kotoma wisT new.

silagerih higge mengist yét temark.

bohigg mowessefia kifil wisT sertsh
tawKallsh t

yoparlamaw abaloc 1zzih yimeTallu ¢

wondimmih yohigg mowessefifia abal
naccow 1

yotaififiaw wereda timihirtbet
yommiyasfelligew yimeslihal.

kageru balabbatoc andu agere gezi
indihon tesome 1

yonnelemma bet yastemariwoc
moggenafifia new t

innants awrajja wisT yallew
t1111Ku wenz man yibbalal.

kehullaccihu tallaK mén new.
yoworedawin balabbat ayyehew t

tomariwoc memreTinne wedamerika
moelak incilallen ?

lomma bante sir mesrat yifelligal ¢t

amerikawiyan yeprezident mirCa
yommiyadergut mecé new.
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ato yohannis naccew,

éwo, simeTiru nsbbsru.

abzafifiawin gize yenigus 113 mshon
allebbsat.

yotewessens aydellem.
amerika wisT new.

ine wessijje, lalmaz seTTehuwat.

kenigd ministru sir new.

baddis aboba kotoma wisT neow.

1timihart bet wisT nsw.

yollem, sericce alawKim.

yellsm aymeTum,
Id
awo, naccew.

woredawoccu hullu timihirtbet
yasfelligaccewal,

4
awo, andun somut.

éwo, yastemariwoc hullu
meggonafifia new.

abbéy yibbalal.

ato kebbeds new.
yollem, alayyehutim.

d
awo, and assir temariwoc memreTinna
melak ticilallaccihu.

yollem, ayfelligim.

kand amet behwala new.
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yoweredaw gozi yotomarsw yét ingliz ager wisT now.
ager nNew.
yoparlamaw abaloc bamet wisT éwo, bosene wer wisT yarfallu.

yoreft gize allaccew ¢

dirset

parliament zare yoityoPiyan mikirbet ayyehut.
superiority, preponderance, astemariw betimihirtaccew bilCa

ma jority yagefifiutin temariwoc

amesoggenaccow.,
assabhin i1deggifallshu.

to support moedoggoefl
council of ministers yoministroc mikirbet.

addiswa i1tyoPiya indawroPa akKKoTaTer basra zeTefi meto solasa and amete
mihret yome jommeriyawin higge mengist aweTTac. yih higge mengist indegena
tesasilo kehaya aratt amet behwala weTTa. addisu higge mengist yemengistun
ToKlalla siranna yeparlamawin silTan asfafto yigelSal.

inde leloccu ageroc hullu yeityoPiya parlama weyim mikirbet, hulett
kifloc allut. yomejemmeriyaw kifl yohigg memriya sihon, hulettefifiaw dagmo
yohigg mowossefifla new. yohigg memriya abaloc yemmimmerreTut bshizb dimS
b11Ca new. koyyoworodaw, keyyawrajjawinna keyyeTeKlay gizatu hizb
yeomorroTaccow soewoc lshigg memriyaw kifl abaloc yihonallu. 1lshigg
mowessefifflaw kifl yommimmerreTut abaloc bshizbu aydellem. bizu gize bemengist
sira lay honew ageraccewln bemagelgel besiraccew ketawwoeKut sewoc mekakksel,
niguse negestu merTo abal indihonu yiSomaccewal.

leparlamaw yemmimmerrsTut abalec higg bemawTatinna yshizbun TiKim
bemedeggef siraccewin yakkenawwinallu. abzafiflawin gize higg yemmimeneCCow
koparlamaw sayhon keminstroc mikirbet new. honom andand gize kohigg memriyaw
kifl higg limeneC yicilal. yohigg memriyaw abaloc yemmimmerreTut laratt amst
sihon, yehigg mewessefiflaw abaloc gin lesiddist amet new.
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lezaKewoc

yome jommeriyaw higgemengist besint amete mihret weTTa.
addisu higge msngist méc woTTa.

yaddlsu higge mengist wanna alama mindin new.
yoityoPiya parlama sint kiflocc allut.

simaccew man man yibbalal.

yohigg memriya abaloc yesmmimmerreTut 1nd8t new.

yohigg mewssefifia abaloc 1indet yimmerroTallu.

yohigg memriya abaloc lesint amet yimmarreTallu.
yoparlamaw abaloc sira mindin new.

abzaififiawin gize higg keyét yimenaCCal.
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Unit 55

Basic Sentences

yohannis

emerging, the way of climbing awwoTaT

law making higg awweTaT

How are laws made in Ethiopia® yoltyoPiya higg awweTaT indét new.

kobbede

First, laws are initiated in

mo Jommeriya higg yemmimensCCew
(1from') the House of

kehigg memriyaw k1f1l new.

Representatives.
to determine, to decide mewessen
decision wissane

The b1ll passed by the House 1is
sent to the Senate to be discussed
and decided upon ('so that they
discuss 1t and make a decision
upon 1t!').

yohigg memriyaw kifil yowesssenew
higg wode higg mewessefifiaw
ki1fil yillakinna,
indinnegaggerubbsotinna wissane
indiseTu yidderregal.

to confarm, to approve,
to ratify

maSnat

to discharge, to demote,
to reject

v
mesar

When the final bill ('decision')
1s presented to the Emperor, he

('the Emperor') ratifies or
rejects 1t.

yemoCorresaw wissane leniguse
negoestu beKerrebe gize, niguse
negestu wissanewin yaSenawal,
weyim yisirewal.

yohannis

prince mesfin

plural moesafint

Since tiae Emperor has absolute niguse negestu keff yale s1lTan

power, 18 he the one who appoints silallew, mannaccewinim

the notables and princes [to

mekwanintinna mesafint
various high officesl?

4
yormimerT rasu new *t

salL



BASIC COURSE UNIT 55

kobbade

[Yes,] the Emperor has the
authoraity to select the
ministers of the Imperial
Ethiopian government and all

other important officials.

yoityoPiya niguse nogest
ministroccininna talallak
balssilTanocein hullu lememrsT
511Tan allesw.

Structure Sentences

(Postpositions)

1) He sat down by the child's side.
It's near the table.

There 18 a big tree near the house.

2) There 1s nothing on the box.
He sat down on the chaair.

to hang, to be suspended

A lamp 1s hanging above my head.

3) People were sitting under the
tree.

bridge

There 18 a river under the
bridge.

to fall

He fell under the car.

i forest
below, underneath, under
The forest 1s below the mountain.
There 1s a road below the village.

The cows are grazing below the
hall.

5) He lives in Ethiopia.
He stayed at the hotel.
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keoliju aTogeb teKemmeTs.
beTeroPezaw aTogeb naw.
abetu aTegeb t11liK zaf allse.

besaTinu lay minimm yellem.
iwonberu lay toKemmeTs.

tonToeleTTelo~menTelTel-
yinTeleTToelal

kerase belay mebrat tenTelTilowal.

bezafu sir sewoc toKommiTowal.

dildiyy

kedildaiyyu sir wenz alle.

mewdekK

imekinaw sir weddeKe.

Cakka

tacc
Cakkaw koteraraw Eégg now.
aimenderu tagcc menged allse.

kegaraw betace lamoc
yileKaKKimallu.

beityoPiya wisT yinoral.

1hotelu wisT arrefe.



UNIT 55 AMHARIC
6) He went outside the house. kobotu wiCC heds.
He stood at ('lourside') the gate, aiberru wiCC Komse.

8)

9)

10)

11)

12)

13)

I went up to the city of Addis
Ababa.

He took him up to the school.

soldaier

I went with the soldier.

He 1s liked by (‘'among') hus

,teachers.
I'll take you to the students.

He lives with me (1.e. at my

place).

It's at the tree.

He passed by their house.

There 1s a river at the foot
of the mountain.

Trees grow below the hill.

Put the suitcase by the table.

ball
at the head of

There 1s a football ground up
above the school.

There 18 a lake up above the
mountain.

I stood in front of the teacher.

There 1s a table in front of
the boy.

He was received 1n audience by
(tin front of') His Majesty.

He came before the students.
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1skaddis abeba ketema dires hedku.

1temaribetu dires wessedew.

wottaddsr

kowottadderu gar hedku.

bastemariwoccu zend yeteweddedé
oW,

1temariwoccu zend iwesdihallshu.

kene zeond yinoral.

izafu ga new.

bennsessu bet ga allefe.

kotoraraw girge wenz alls.

bekorsbtaw girge zaf beKlowal.

saTinun iTerePezaw girge
asKemmiTew.

kwas
rasge

kotimihirtbetu rasge yokwas meda
allse.

iteraraw rasge hayiK alle.

bastemariw fit Komku.

iliju fit TerePeza alls.
kejanhoy fit Kerrebs.

kotemariwoccu befit meTTa.
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1)

15)

16)

17)

18)

Children are playing behind
the car.

There are many flowers behind
the house.

A student sat behind the table.

I1'11 go after five years.

Students are playing in front
of the school.

Flowers grew in front of the house.

There 1s a railroad station
in front of the hotel.

There 1s a Secret between
two of us.

There 18 a street between the

houses.

He 1s standing in (''among!')
a crowd.

Trees grow at the side of
the house.

There 18 a chair by the table.
to burn (intr.)

The store near ('which 1s at
the side of!) the hotel
burned down.

side by side

We sat side by side with the
students.

near
There are trees near the house.

There 1s a town near the
mountain.

baby

The baby 1s sleeping near the
wall.
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komekinaw hwala lijooc
y1CCawwatallu.

bsbetu hwala bizu absbawocc allu.

AiTerePezaw hwala and tamari

teKemmaTo.

kammist amet bshwala ihedalleshu.

kotimihirtbetu fitlefit tomariwoc

yiCCawwstallu.
bebetu fitlefit absba beKKele.

1hotelu fitlefit babur Tabiya
alle.

behulettaccin mokakkol misTir

alle.

1ibetoccu mekakkol menged alls.

Xebizu sewoc mokakkel Komowal.

kebetu gon zafoc beKleswal.

beTerePezaw gon wenber alls.
moKKaTel

1hotelu gon yallew suK teKaTTels.

gonlsgon

kotemariwoceu gonlegon teKemmeTin.

Tigg
kobetu Tigg zafocc allu.

lteraraw Tigg ketema alle.

hiSan

begidgiddaw Tigg hiSanu tefifiitowal.
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19)

20)

21)

22)

23)

2l)

25)

26)

27)

28)

29)

30)

The forest 1is around the town.

There 18 a fence around the
house.

Whenever we meet he tells me
about his teacher.

I didn't come because I was
busy.

We can't go to the movies
during the class hours.

I went to London in accordance
with the instructions.

She 18 known for her beauty
(tas fas as beauty is

concerned!').

I couldn't go downtown because
of the rain.

The land situated to the east
belongs to my father.

He sat by the side of the river.
I built a house at the seashore.

Trees grow along the lake.

He 1s invited instead of his
brother.

to have trouble, difficulty,
problem

We don't have any problem except
for money.

He was given a job in accordance
with his educataion.
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Cakkaw boketemaw zuriya new.
kobotu zuriya aTir alls.

betegenafifien KuTir silastemariw
yinegrefial.

besira mikniyat salmeTa Kerrehu.

betimihirt gize wedesinima
lemoshed ancilim.

betizazu meserst wedelondon hedku.

bemelk reged yetawwsKsc nec.

kozinabu yetensssa wedaddis
kotema lemehed alcalkum.

bomisraK bskkul yallew meret
yabbaté new.

kowenzu dar teKemmsTe.
bebahiru dar and bet serrahu.

ihayiKu dar zafoc beKlewal.

bowendimmu fanta 1ssu tegabbszs.

meccegar

kogonzeb besteKer yocceggerefi
neger yellem.

botimihirtu meTen sira tessTTew.
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Grammatical Notes

Note 55.1 Postpositions.

The structure sentences 1llustrate the use of the most common
poStpositions used in combination with various prefix-prepositions.

The ma jority of these postpositions were discussed 1n previous

units.

As can be seen from the above sentences most of the postpositions
may be used in combination with two or three different prepositions inter-
changeably. The use of this or that preposition 1is usually determined by
local preference. Following 1s a summing up of the most used postpositions
together with the corresponding prefix-prepositions:

Prefi1x-Preposition Postposition Meaning
/k(e)-/, /vle)-/ or /1~/ /aTegsb/ near, close to, by, by the side of
/ble)-/ or /1-/ /lay/ on, over
/ke-/ /belay/ above, over
/ble)=/, /k(e)=/ or [1-/ /sir/ under, beneath
/k(o)-/ or /1-/ /tacc/ below
/k(e)-/ /betacc/ below
/o(s)-/ or /1-/ /wisT/ 1in, at, inside
/k(e)-/ or /1-/ /w1CC/ out, outside
/1sk(e)-/ or /1-/ /dires/ up to, as far as, until
/k(e)-/ /gar/ (together) wath
/ola)-/ /zond/ among, between
/1-/ /zond/ to, at
/k(o)=-/ /zeond/ at, near
/1-/ /ga/ at, near
/bla)-/ /ga/ by
/k(e)-/, /ple)-/ or /1-/ /girge/ at the foot of, by, under, below
/k(e)-/ or /1-/ /rasge/ up above, at the head of
/o(e)-/, /xle)-/ or /1-/ /fit/ in front of, before, 1in the

presence of
/kle)-/, /vl8)-/ or Jf1-/ /fitlefit/ in front of
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Prefix-Preposition Postposition
/k(e)-/ /befit/
/k(e)-/, /ple)=/ or /1~-/ /hwala
/k(e)-/ /bohwala/

/ole)-/, /1-/ or /k(e)-/ /mokakkel/
/x(e)=/, /ole)-/ or /1-/ /gon/

/k(a)-/ /gonlegon/
Jx(e)-/, /1-/ or fvle)-/ /Tigg/
/ble)-/ or /kle)-/ /zuriya/
/ols)-/ /KuTir/
/o(s)-/ /mikniyat/
/pla)-/ /eize/
/bls)-/ /moserot/
/ble)-/ /roged/
/k(e)-/ /yotenessa/
/ble)-/ /bokkul/

/k(e)-/, /ple)-/ or /1-/ /dar/
/ble)-/ /fanta/
/kxle)-/ /basteKer/

/bla)-/ /meTon/

Meaning
before
behind
after

between, among

at the side, by the side, by, near

side by side
next to, near by
around

whenever

due to, because of

during, at the time of

in accordance with, according to

in regard to, as far as...concerned

due to, because of

in the direction of, to
by the side of, along
instead of, in lieu of
except

1n accordance with

Questions and Answers

mikir sittifellig yet tihedalleh.

ToKlay gizatoccu moelaktefifloccaccowin
beyyesint ametu yimerTallu.

bedimS bilCa yetemsrrsTut sewoc
losint amet yagologgilallu.

botecaloh meTen abbatinna nnathin
modoggef tiweddallsh ¢

boministroc mikirbet wisT sertsh
tawKalleh %

janhoy kamerika simmellesu mekwanintunna
moesafintu teKebbeluwaccew %
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wods simagille 1hedallshu.

besyyarattu amot new.
aratt amet new.

éwo, beTam dess yilefifial.
yollem, sericce alawKim.

éwo, bemulu weTtew
toKebbeluwaccow.
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yofirdun wissane lomosmat éwo, ithedallshu.
» Wwodefirdbet tihedallsh %

yebetun waga anci mewesssen yollem, alcilim.
ticiyalles ¢

1mezglyaw lay yotenToleTTelow yewendlmmé new,

kot yeman new.

yabbay wenz dilddiyy beTam ti1111K new f éwo, £1111K new.

kodildaiyyu lay yewoddeKow sow yét addis ketema wisT nsbber.
¥inor nabber.

beCakkaw mekakkel wenz alle ? éwo, hulstt t11111l1K wonzocc allu.

wottadderoc kwas mece y1CCewwatallu. Kidame kessat bshwala

yiCCawwatallu.

Cakka bizu gize bamerika wisT éwo, bizu gize yiKKaTTolal.
y1KKaTTelal ¢

wodesiras sittihej, hiSanun man ayate tiTebbiKewallsc.
yiTebbiKowal.,

bebetaccihu zuriya aTir alls t aTir yellem.

kantes aTogeb teKommiTo yonsbborew bewinetu alewKewam.

rd
sow man nebber.

1foKu lay mettaTebiya bet alle awo, hulett mettaTobiya
betocc allu.

kewenzu belay yallew 1rsa yemén yaggoté new.,

new,

1saTinu wisT yallowin libs wossodhow ? yollem, alwessadhutim.

ksbeto mengistu girge kwas meda alle ?t éwo, alls.

kalgaw betace.min alle. minimm yellem.

komekinaw wisT weTto yét heds. mi1gibbet gsbba.

kobetu wi1CC hedew liCCawwstu éwo, yicilallu.

yicilallu %

1skitmeTu dires liTebbiKaccihu t awo, TebbiKen.

betun kebotaw gar gezzahsw t éwo, gezzahut.

innatih zend yallewin mekina liwsedsw % éwo, wi1sodoew.

Tiwat 1fifla ga timsTallaccihu ¢ éwo, beTiwat inmeTallen.
kalgaw girgenna 1irasge min alls. minimm ysllom.

iberru fitlefit yallutin wenberoc éwo, ansssahuwaccew,

anossahaccow t
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kante fit teKemmiTa meSihaf
yanebbebec man nat.

koseat bshwala wsdoesinimabet mshed
tifelligallaccihu t

kelomma bofit man meTto nebber.

bantenna belomma mekakkel min
nager alloe.

kebanku gon yallewin bet méan gozzaw.,

bebete kristiyanu zuriya yallut
betoc hullu yemengist naccew 1

besimimminnetaccin messeret genzebun
tigeTefiflalleh ¢

wéndaimhin bayyohew gize min
naggorhow.

bewonzu dar zafoc tekkelaccihu %

wayzero almaz nat.
yollem, anfelligim.

mannim almeTTam.

minimm neger ysllem.

v
weyzero Tirunes geoezzacCiw.

yollem, yato tosomma naccow.
éwo, 1seTihallshu.
minimm alneggerhutim.

awo, tekksln.

dairset

the way of conductaing

to persue, to follow
defense
Prime Minister

laws

to advise

to consult

chairman

to incline, to tend, to turn
toward

yesiraw ammerar bsTam Tiru new.

temariw timihirtun indikketattsl
astemariw TeyyoKow.

mekketatol
lonegere mekkelakeya aKsrballshu.
TeKlay ministr.
yageru higgigat Tiru new.
abbatu lijun mekkers.
memker

lommanna kobbods silesiraccow
tomakkeru.

mommaksr
1iKe menber

kelondon y1liK weds paris mehed
azenbiyyallshu.

mazenbsl
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connection, communication, bshulettaccin mokakkel yallew
relationship ginififfunnet iyyedekkeme hedowal.

yeltyoPiya niguse negest mengist yeTintuninna yahunun yastedader
hunate yizo yiggefifial. niguse nogestu tallaK si1lTan silallew, mannaccewinim

yastedader kifl liyazz yicilal. yowiCC ager gudday ammsrarin

yommikketattelinna yemmiwessin niguse negestu new. yageritun yomekkelakeya

hayil beTeKlalla yemmiyazzinna indezzlihum talallaK yemengist balssilTanoccin
yommisSominna yemmiglr niguss negestﬁ new.

ToeKlay ministrunna leloccu ministroc bandinnet yeministroc mikirbet
abaloc naccew. mannaccowim yager astedadsr higgigat yemmiweTaw, yeministroc
mikirbet abaloc temakrew bewessenut wissané new. yoministroc mikirbet 1iKe
monber niguse nagestﬁ new. bahunu gize yemengistu silTan keparlamaw yiliK
wede niguse negestunna wedeminlstroc mikirbet yazenebbilal.

TiyyaKewoo

yoltyoPiya mengist astedader indet new.

yoniguse negestu silTan 1skemin dires new.

yageritun yemekkelakeya hayl yemmiyaz man new.

811ew1CC guddayinna silager wisT gudday yemmiwessin man new.

niguse negestu beministroc mikirbet wisT liKKemmeT yicilal *
beministroc mikirbet wisT yeniguse nsegestu s11Tan mindin new.

beniguse negestunna beministroc mekakkel yallewin ginififiunnet asredda.
bamerika wisT sint ministroc allu.

kehullum ministroc bsesilTan yemmibelT yetlﬁﬁéw new.

si1lamerika mengist beseffiw gileS.
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Ba

Can you tell me ('explain to me'!)
[something] about the sphere of

authority of the ministers?

Every minister conducts all the

affarrs of the ministry to which

he 1s appoainted.
to decree
to be decreed
responsibel

In addition to this, because he
1s a member of the Cabinet, he
18 responsible for all the
decrees and decisiocns taken
[by the cabinet].

to extend, to increase
ability

He can promote or demote has
subordinates, as well as

restrict or extend their
authoraty.

Unat 56

si1c Sentences

yohannis

yoministroc s11Tan indet 1indshonse
liyasreddufi yicilallu t

kobbede

1yyandandu ministr boteseTTew
minister wisT yommisserrawin
sira bemella yimsral.

madengeg
moddangeg

alafi

kozzliyam belay leministroc mikirbet
abal silehone, lstedensaggegew
higginna leteseTTew wissane
hullu alafi new.

masfat
cilota

kebotaccu yallutin serratsfifioc
lome Sominna lomesar, indezzihum
s1lTaneccewin lemewesseninna
lomasfat cilota allew.

yohannis
Can you name me the most important

wamma wanna ministerocein linegrufi
ministries?

yicilallu %

kobbade
pension Tureta
transportation mammelalesa
protection TibbeKa

The main ministries ares The
Ministry of Foreign Affairs,

The Ministry of Interior,

wanna wanna ministeroc, yewiCC
gudday ministér, yagoer gizat
ministér, yofird ministér,

53k



BASIC COURSE UNIT 56

The Ministry of Finance, The yogenzseb ministér, yoSihifet
Ministry of Pen, The Ministry ministér, yomoakkolakoya ministér,
of Defense, The Ministry of yosira ministér, yenigdinna
Public Works, The Ministry of yeindustri.ministér,ysTureta
Commerce and Industry, The minister, yomammelalesanna
Ministry of Pension, The Ministry yomeggonafifia minlster, yoposta
of Transportation and Communications, yotelegrafinna ystelefon

The Ministry of Post, Telegraph and ministér, yeréa ministér,
Telephone, The Ministry of Agriculture, yehizb Tena TibbeKa minister
The Ministry of Public Health, and The inna yeotimihirtinne sins
Ministry of Education and Fine Arts. T1beb minister naccew.

Grammatical Notes

Note 56.1 WNouns Irregular Plural

woyzazirtinna mekwanint Ciffera 1Ladies and gentlemen like to
mayet yiweddallu. watch, popular dances’.

mekwanintinna mesafint yemmimerT 'Is he the one who appoints the
rasu new 1 notables and aristocrats®

The 'irregular' plural in /-yan/ was discussed in Note 3.6. The above
examples 1llustrate the use of three other irregular plurals, 1.e. /mokwanint/
(singulars /mekonnin/), /weyzazirt/ (singular: /weyzero/) and /mesafint/
(singulars /mesfin/}. Still other !irregular' plural forms have occurred 1n
this Course, e.g. /werat/ 'months' (singular /wer/)}, /Kesawist/ 'priests?
(singular /Kes/), /higgigat/ 'laws' (singular /higg/), etc. All these plural
forms have been borrowed from Geez.

Some nouns may have both regular /-oc(ec)/ and Geez plural forms. 1In
some cases these forms may be used interchangeably, in other cases they have
different meanings. In colloquial Amharic the Geez plural forms are often
combined with the regular suffix /-oc(c)/ thus forming a kind of ‘double’
plural forms, e.g. /mekwanintoc/, /weyzazirtoc/, etc.

Following 1s a list of nouns which may have either regular plural forms
in /-oc{c)/, or Geez plural forms, or double plurals:

Regular Plural Irregular Plural Double Plural
weroc 'months ! werat weratoc
gizewoc 'times! gizeyat glzeyatoc
Kenoc 'days! Kenat Kenatoc
Kesoc 'priests! Kosawist Keosawistoc
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Regular Plural

Irregular Plural

Double Plural

nigusoc 'kings'

1iKoc 'learned men'
wayzorowoc 'ladies’
Sumoc chiefs!'’
higgoc 'laws!
mesfinoc 'princes'!
moSihafoc 'books!
mengistoc 'governments'

The following words have different meanings according to the plural forms

negestat
liKawint
weyzazirt
Sumamint
higgigat
mesafint
meSahift
mengistat

nagestatoc
liKawintoc
woyzeazirtoc
sSumamintoc
higgigatoc
mesafintoc
meSahiftoc
mengistatoc

useds
Singular Regular Plural Irregular Plural Double Plural
/mekonnin/ /mekonninoc/ /mekwanint/ /mekwanintoc/
tofficer! tofficers! or"gentleman' 'gentlemen'
'gentlemen' 'dignitaries'
/wendim/ /wendimmoc/ /wendimmamac/ /wendimmamaccoc,/
'brother'! 'brothers! 'brothers to 'brothers to each
each other!' other!' (more than
(2 persons) 2 persons).
/1ih1it/ /1hitoc/ /1h1timmamac/ /1h1timmammaccoc/
'sister! 'sisters!’ 'sister to 'sisters to each
each other! other!' (more than
(2 persons) 2 persons)
Exampless

bizu yayyer hayl mekonninoc
loetimihirt wedamerika meTTu.

yoityoPiya mekwanint(occ) awroPan
gobefifiu.
yokobbede wendimmoc jografi

yaTonallu.

kobbodenna tesemma wendimmamac
naccew.

v
Tirunes, merinna almaz
1thitimmamaccoc naccew.

'Many Air Force officers came

to America to study.

'The Ethiopian dignitaries visited

Europe'.

'Kebbede 's

brothers study

geography'.

'Kebbede and Tesemma are

brothers'.

'"Trunesh, Mary and Almaz are

sisters!'.
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Questions and Answers

addis abeba bensebberubbet gize
yayyerun hunate weddedut 1

yoinglizinna yoityoPiya yemengist
ammerar yimmesasselal T

yomekkelakeyaw ministrun
tawKaccowalloh t

bagoerih wisT ministroccun
v ’
yemmisominna yemmisir man new.

ToKlay ministru 1zzlh ager meTtew
nebber t

yamerikan hizb yemengistun astedader
weddotal T

min aynet timihirt lememmar meTTah.
timihirthin yemitfeSSimew mece new.
1iKe menberu sint ametaccew new.

tomariw kemehandisinnet yiliK
yepoletik timihirt lememmar
yazonebbele yimeslihal 1

yotimihirtbetun higg yedeneggegew
man new.

yowiCC gudday minister alafi man
naccow.

yofird ministru dehna sew naccew

yoministru yetimihirt cilota mindin

new.

yoltyoPiya niguse negest mengist
keffitefifia firdbet allew t

yogenzeb ministru indemseTTu wede
betih tihedallsh t

yomekkelakeya minlster yalebbetin
bota tawKewallsh %

1Tureta minister wisT sertseh
tawKallsh 1

yohizb Tena TibbeKa minlster bizu
temariwoc wedewiCC ager likowal t
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awo, wedijjew nebber.
beTam ayimmesassslim.
yollem,alawKaccowim.
niguse negestﬁ new.
yollem, alayyohuwaccewim.
éwo, beTam weddotal.

mehandisinnét lememmar meTTahu.
kammist amet behwala now.
and hamsa amet yihonaccewal.

rd
awo, yimeslefifial.

yotimihirt ministr new.
yewiCC gudday ministrd naccew.

k4
awo, beTam degg naccow.

ine alawKim.

éwo, allew.

yollem, 1zzlhu amesallshu.
éwo, awKallehu.
sericcallshu.

’
awo,

awo, likowal.
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yogenzeb minister serratefifioc keoff awo, yagefifiallu.
yale demoz yagsfifiallu t

addisu yetimihirtinna yeosine Tibeb keyuniversitiw beste jsrba nsw.
minister mesriyabet yét new.

yoposta yetelegrafinna yotelefon yollam, altesorralletim.
minister addis mesriyabet
teosartolletal t

dirset

agoru bemengist balesilTanoc

yimmerral,
to be led, to be guided memmerat
responsible, answerable, losiraw toToyyaKi yehonsw
accountable yohannis new.

bahunu gize beityoPiya wisT kasra aratt belay yemmilhonu liyyu liyyu
ministeroc yiggefifiallu. kennezzih ministeroc wanna wannawoccu yewiCC gudday
ministér, yogonzob ministér, yager gizat ministér, yorsa ministér, yesira
minister, yenigd ministér, yotimihirtinna sine Tibeb ministerinna leloccim
innezzihin yemesasselut naccew.

i1yyandandu minister beministr yimmerral. ministru beteseTTew minister
w1sT lommisserraw lemanififiaccoewim neger alafi new. bshigg bseteseTTow si1lTan
meseret kebetaccu yallutin Sumamintoc yemmiSominna yemmiSir 1ssu new. kezzihim
belay silTanaccewin lemasfatinna lemewesssn mulu cilota allew.

ministru leministroc mikairbet abal bemehonu, bessu silTan sir
lommittedadderew minister beTeKlalla teTeyyaki now. beyyogizew lemmiffsSSomew
sira wanna direkteru alafi new.

TiyyaKewoc

bahunu gize beityoPiya wisT sint ministeroc yiggefifiallu.
ammistu wanna wanna ministeroc inneman naccew.

yenigd minister sira mindin now.

1yyandandun minister yommimera man new.

yominstru silTan mindin new.

yoministrun sira zerzair.

loministru yemeSominna yemesar silTan man seTTew.

ministroc hullu leministroc mikirbet abal mehon allsbbaccew '
yowanna direkteru sira mindin now.

1irsiwo ahun beyetififiaw minister wisT yiserallu.
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to be united

United States of America

As far as I know, in the United
States each government Depart-
ment 1s divided into many
Sections.

Does the same situation exist
in the Ethiopian Ministries?

Yes, all the ministries are
divided into many sections.

to admlnlster, to manage,
to direct

yohannis

kebbade

Because each department is managed

by a director he ('the director!')

18 responsible for all the work
performed in his department.

obedient

deputy minister

However each director i1s responsible

to the minister or his deputy.

turnsy ordinary, common
in his turn

The ministers and the deputy
ministers in their turn are

responsible to the Emperor (also).
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mottebaber
yotebabberew yamerika
mengist

betsbabbersw bamerika mengist
wisT 1ndemmawKew 1yyandandu
yomengist mesriyabet bebizu
kifloc yikkeffoelal.

yih hunate beityoPiya ministeroc
wisT yiggefifial ¢

ministeroccu hullu bebizu
kifloc tekefaflowal.

d
awo,

tokiyaheds-mekkiyahed-
yikkiyahedal

1yyandandu kifl bedirektor
s1lemmikkiyahed, bekiflu
lemmisserraw sira hullu
alafiw direkteru new.

tazzaz
mikaittil ministr

honom mannaccewim direktor
loeministru weyim lemikittal
v
minstru tazzaz now.

tera
betoraw

minstroccinna mikittil minstroc
degmo bsteraccew lsniguse

v
negestu tazzazoc naccew.
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yohannis
judge dafifia

Since the Emperor 1s the head of niguss nagestu yeityoPiya TeKlay
Ethiopia I suppose he 1s the one ge%i bemehonu, dafifioccin
who selects and appoints the yommimerTinna ysmmiéon 1ssu
judges. yimeslefifial.

kebbade

It's true the Emperor appoints 1rgiT new. keoffitefifia yofirdbet
the most important judges of dafifioccin yemmiéom niguse
the courts. negastﬁ new.

appointment Sumet

However 1t 1s the minister of darugin dafiffoccin merTo lesSumet
Justice who selects the judges yommiyaKerbew yefaird ministru
and presents them for appointment. new.

After the minister of Justice has yofird ministru dafifioccun merTo
selected the judges and presented loniguse nsgestu kaKerreobe
them to the Emperor, they get bohwala bezziyaw meseret Sumet
their appointments (according to ledarfifioccu yissoeTTal.

that, appointments are given to
the judges!).

Questions and Answers

yosira minister bizu serratefifiocc éwo, kand si bslay sayhonu
allow ¢ ayKerum.
ityoPiya wisT yenigd sira Tiru éwo, Tird new.

yameslihal t

yonigdinna yendustri ministru man alawKaccewim.
naccow.,
yonnante mesriyabet alari man new. ato tesermma new.
yotimihart minister sumoc beTam éwo, beTam dogg SOWOC naccew.

degg sewoc naccew T

bammist meto birr sint gize hulstt wer yahil mettedadsr
mettedader ticilallaccihu. incilallen.
balem wisT bewiCC ager mengistat éwo, bizu naccew.

yemmittedadderu bizu agerocc allu t

yoltyoPiya meliktefifioc honew simaccewin alawKim.
yommihedut 1nneman naccow.
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yotimihirtinna sine Tibeb minister

yormikkiyahedew bemikittil ministr

new 1

lomma labbatinna lennatu tazzaz new

kozzih ager yemmihedutin sumoc hullu

tiggonafifiaccowallsh T

bageru wisT yénigd sira 1yyetesfaffa

yemmihed yimeslihal t

tomariwoccun lemegobfiet yemmimeTut
mikittil ministr man naccew.

ato lemma tera serratefifia new 1
. I'd
yommimeTut dafifioc sint naccew.

sumet yemmifelligut sewoc bizu
naccew 1

sint tera wettaddérocc aytehal t

dafifioccu 1firdbet wisT naccew T

silshigg temireh dafifla mehon
tifelligallsh ¢

mikittil yeofird ministru abbatih
naccew 1

o~ v v
tora sorratefifioc lesumoccu tazzaz
naccow %

hizbu bshiggu mesorset mettedader
yifelligal t

Sumet yommifellig sew yét mesrat
yasfelligewal.

ante yemengist Sum neh 1
dafifioccu lenegeru wissane soTTut ¢

besira minister wisT kemmiserut
gowoc mokakkel wodamerika
yeommihedut sint naccew.

yowello meskwanint lemin meTTu.

serratsfifioccu ahun tebabrewal t

lohizbu melaktefifia yemmihonut sewoc
yormimmerrsTut ketoraw hizb new t

5h1

éwon, bemikittil ministir new.

4 v
awo, tazzaz new.

éwo, 1ggenafifiaccewallshu.
éwo, 1yyotesfaffa hedowal.
ato yohannis naccew.

yollom, yemesriyabetu Sum new.
assir yihonallu.

beTam bizu aydellum.

ammist tera wottadderocc
ayicecallshu.

aydellum.

awo, 1felligallshu.

'3 ’,

awo, abbate naccew.

’

awo, Kin tazzazoc naccew.

éwo, kohigg wiCC yommissrutin
sewoce ayweddim.

1mengist mesriyabet wisT mesrat
yallebbet yimeslefial.

aydellshum.
yollem, gené naccew.

ammist sewocc yihedallu.

jJanhoyin lemayét new.
yollem, altebabberum.

4 td
awo, keshullum new.
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dirset
proper, appropriate ato lemma tegebl botawin yizowal.
carrying out, performance yoguddayu affeSaSem bedenbu meserset
new.
boTiniKKaKe sirayen indissra
toKoTaTTerefi.
care TiniKKaKe
to supervise, to control moKKoTaTer
inferior yowendimme sira kene sira anestofifia
naw.
legal bedafifiinnet sira bizu gize
sericcallshu.
wondimme and mulu libs éﬁllﬂﬂiﬁ'
to give, to grant, to award, mesellem
to decorate
choice, selection ato yohannis 1Ka ammeraroeT yawKal.

indemannaccewim ageroc yeltyoPiya niguss nogest mengist mesriyabetoc
hullu belaiyyu layyu kifloc yikkeffslallu. leyyandandu kifl alafl hono
togobiw sira 1ndiffeSSem yemmiyadergew yekiflu Sum new. beTeKlallaw
yomesriyabestun yesira affeSaSem yermiKKoTaTTerinna yemmiwessin ministru
bemehonu, yokifl Sumu me jemmeriya kebslayu lallut ¥umamintoc, bemeCerresam
loministru tazzaz new.

anestefiffa yohonutin dafifioc lomeSominna lsmesar si1lTan yoteseTTew yofard
minstru new. keffitefifia dafiffioccin gin lemeSominna lemeSellem silTan yallew
niguse negsstu bicea new.

bome jormeriya yofird minstru tegebiwoccun sewoc kemerreTe bohwala
loeniguse negostu yaKerbal. befird ministr si1lTan yetemerroTutin sewoc
niguse negestu yisomal.

yodafifiinnet sira beTam ascceggari bemehonu, mirCaw beTiniKKaKe messermt
alleobbet.

she
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TiyyaKewoc

yoityoPiya mesriyabetoc bebizu kifloc tokefflowal t

i1yyandandu kifil alafi allow ?

yokaiflu alafi saira mindin new.

yokiflu fum leman tazzaz new.

yemesriyabetun TeKlalla yesira affeSaSem yemmiKKoTaTTer man new.
anestefifa dafifioccin yommisSomew man new.

koffitefifia dafifioccin lemeSominna lemoSollem yemmicil man new.
yedafifioc ammararsT 1ndét new.

yodafifiinnet sira asceggari new t

bamerika wisT keffitefifia dafifioc indet indemmimmerreTu asredda.
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What kind of courts are there
1n Ethiopia®

The highest court [of the land]
18 called the Imperial Supreme
Court of Ethiopia.

[and] there are many High Courts

under it.

Next to these there are courts
called !'Provincial Courts'.

In every county, distraict and
borough there are courts
called county, district and
borough courts.

The High Court can reverse the
decisions of the lower courts
or declare them voaid.

What 1s the basis of the
Ethiopian laws®

line

The mew Ethiopian code 1s based
on the French and German legal
system ('line!').

yohannis
beityoPiya wisT min aynet firdbet
alls.
kebbede

kehullum keffitefifia yehonew
firdbet ysityoPiya niguse
negest mengist TeKlay firdbet
yibbalal.

kebstaccu bizu keffitefifia
fird betocc allu.

konnezzihim KeTTilo yeTeKlay
gizat fird betoc yemmibbalu
allu.

beyyawra)jaw, beyyswerodawinna
beyyeKebslew, yawrajja firdbetoc,
yowsroda firdbetocinna ysKobsle
firdbetoc yemmibbalu yiggefifiallu.

koffitefifiaw firdbet kebebtaccu
yallutin yefird betoc fird
lisirimma lidemessis yicilal.

yohannis
yeityoPiya higg yotemeserrotew
bemin lay new.
kobbedo
mesmer

addisu yeityoPiya higg
yotemoserretow beforensayinna
bo jormen yohigg mesmer lay new.
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Useful Words

passport

prisoner

troop, armed force
police force

army

prison
just, correct

lawyer

knowledge
experience
prison

argument, dispute

yoyilef woreKet agefifishu.

kosrefifiaw ,gar tenegaggesrs,
yoltyoPiya serawit beztowal.

yopolis serawit

yoTor serawit

bowshnibet wisT isreififia yiggeififial.

tikikkilefifiaw sirah tawKollihal.

baddis abeba wisT bizu TebeKawoce
awKallshu.

1wKet lager si1liTTane yiTeKmal.

beolimd ystegefifie 1wKot.

ato yohannis 1isirbet gobtowal.

ato yohannis kairikkir yawKal.

Questions and Answers

yoyilef weroKetiwon lemagfiet

togobiwin neger foSSimeowal 1
yosirawin affeSaSem ayyshew 1
beT1in1KKaKe 1ndineda neggerhew 1
1srefiffoccun yommiKKoTaTTer man new.
yowohnibetun alafi yemmiSomew man new.

yofird minister serratefifioc demoz
keleloc serratefifioc anestefifia

yimeslihal t

yekoeffitefiflawin firdbet dafifia
yommiSominna yemmiSir man now.

dafifiinnetu tikikkilefifia nsbber %

bedafifiinnet sira sertehal 1

and sow 1higg timihartbet gebto,
higg sayimmar TebeKa lemehon
yicilal t

Sh5

éwo, kand wer befit feSSimme
nebber.

bizu sira silenebberefi, alayyshutim.

éwo, neggerhut.
kepolis serawit yomsTTa séw naw.
yagoer gizat ministér new.

yollem, anestefifia aymeslefifiim.

4
niguse negestu new.

éwo, tikikkilefifia dafifiinnet
nebber.

yollem, alssrrahum.

éwo, belimd bagefifiew 1wKetu
TeboKa mehon yicilal.
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ityoPiya wisT dafifioc hullu bshigg
timihirtbet wisT yeotemaru naccew

addis abeba wisT bizu isirbetocc

yollem, abzafifioccu belimad biceca
yagefifiut 1wKet new.

bewnetu sint i1sirbetocc indallu

allu t alawKim.

wedafird bet hejje mamolket teogebi éwo, beTam tegebi new.

yimeslihal 1

d
yemesriya betu alafi serratefifioccun awo, yiKKoTaTTeraccewal.

bodenb yiKKoTaTTeraccewal T

’ o~ A~
yosoTTeh demoz ansstefifia neobber f awo, anestefifla nebber.

yodafifiinnet sira beTam yasdessitihal 1 éwo, yasdessitefifial.

rd ’
yotodessethew lemindin new. TobsKawin silemmawKew now.

yonigdun sira yemmiKKoTaTTerillih awon, wendimme yiKKoTaTTerillaififial.

sew alls ¢t

wodefirdbet hedeh yejanhoyin fird éwo, bizu gize semiccallehu.

somtoh tawKallsh T

yoToboKoccin kirikkiriss semteh éwo, semiccallshu.

tawKalleh 1

bizu yoTor serawit bagerih waisT éwo, bizu yoTor serawit bagere

alle % wisT yiggefifial.

dirset

higg indikkebber yemmiyaderg
ToKlay goziw new.

to be enforced, to be respected makkeber
assabaccew yiffallesal,
to be in conflict, to be opposed, meffales

to be i1incompatible

ato lemma weyzero Tirunesininna
ato kebbedbn gsmammaccew.

to reconcile masmamat
alem tofaTTorsc.
to be created moffaTer
dafifiaw siletammeme medafiot alcalem.
to judge dafifie-modafiet~y1dafifial
datfifiaw lebawin KoTTaw.

to punish meKTat
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minimm inkwan ityoPiya yemmittiggezzaw bsnigus bihon, mengistwa besost
wanna kifloc teksflowal. 1yyandandu kifl yotewossene sira allew. parlamaw
higg yaweTal. yastedader kifl yeweTTawin higg indikkebber yadergal. befird
roged yallewin mannaccewinim sira yeofird ministerinna firdbetoc yissrallu.

ityoPiya TeKlay ministr allat. darugin yoTeKlay ministru si1lTan beTam
yotowsssene new. yoTsKlay ministru wanna sira beyyandandu ysmengist
mosriyabet wisT meffales indaynorimnna yastedadsrum sine sirat bedenb
indikkiyahed yemiyaderg new. kezzilhim belay beparlamawinna beniguse nsgestu
mekakkol yommidderregewin ginififfurmet yemmliyasmamma TeKlay ministru new.
bohulett yemengist mesriyabetoc mekakkel meffales yetefoTTere indshon,
hulsttun mesriyabetoc yommida#, yommiKeTanna yemmiyasmamma TeKlay ministru
new. ToKlay ministru leniguse negestu beKeTTita tazzaz new.

TayyaKewoc

yoityoPiya mengist sint kifloc allut.
yoyyandandu sira mindin new.

parlamaw min aynet sira allew.

yofird ministr wanna sira mindin new.
ityoPiya TeKlay minstir allat %

yoToKlay minstiru silTan mindin new.
yastedader denb yammiyaweTa man new.
TaKlay minstirun yemmisom man new.

TeKlay ministr bamerika mengist wisT alle %

keprezidantinna keTeKlay ministr man y1bslTal.
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Basic Sentences

yohannis
marriage
Does the marriage ceremony
performed nowadays in Ethiopia
differ from that of the old
times?
kobbede

It depends on the locality. The
marriage ceremonies in big
cities are quite different ('far')

from the old customs.
country, rural area
to be close to

But in the rural areas the
performance of marriages
does resemble the o0ld customs.

yohannis
Could you tell me more about
marriage?
kobbode

detailed account

[To describel a traditional
Ethiopian marriage would
be a long story.

But I can describe 1t to you
in a general way

to be engaged
to become engaged to each other
wedding

banquet

548

gabicca

bahunu gize boltyoPiya wisT
yemmidderregew yegabicca
sinesirat keTintu gar

yimosasselal %

bet1lilliK
kotemawoc wisT ysmmidderregew

rd
indebotaw new.

yogabicca sinesirat keTintu
limad raKK yilal.

balager

meTTogat

bebalager wisT gin yommidderregew
yogabicca affeSaSem wede Tintu
limad y1TTeggal.

si1legabicca bessffiw liyasredduil
yicilallu t

hateta

yoltyoPiya yogabicca limad bizu
hateta allebbet.

negergin wanna wannawin nsger
ligelSilliwot 1cailallshu.

moettaCet
motteCaCet
serg

diggis
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Fairst of all after the engaged
couple and their parents have
agreed upon the date of the
marriage they [the parents]
prepare the necessary banquet
for the wedding.

yohannis

Does a wedding banguet in Ethiopaia
require a lot of work?

kebboede

tiresome, exhasusting

Indeedsa wedding in Ethiopia
requires a lot of work ('very
exhausting work').

to organize a banquet
to be organized (banquet)

Three or four months ahead of time
the parents of the couple to be
married begin to make preparations
for the wedding party.

a relative

In most instances, since the
wedding celebration 1is an
important event, 1t requires

the assistance of both relatives

and friends.

yohannis
Do many people come on the
wedding day®
kobbede

honor
elderly woman

According to the Ethiopian
tradition, because of the
importance attached to weddings,
close and distant relatives,
senior members of the community
and some local citizens are

invited to the celebration.
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mé Jemmeriya yogabiccaw Ken
beteCaCCut 1l1joccinna
bewsla joccaccew mekakkel
kotowossons bshwala, lesergu
yommiyasfelligewin diggis
yazzegajjallu.

boityoPiya wisT yeoserg diggis
bizu sira yiTeyyiKal %

adkaml

boeTam 1nji, serg bsityoPiya wisT
boTam adkami sira new.

medegges
meddeges

sost weyim aratt wer Kedem bilo
yolijoccu welajoc diggis
medegges yijemmirallu.

zomad

abzafiflawin gize yesorg diggis
koff yale silshons,
yezomadininna yeweda jin
irdata yiTeyyiKal.

besergu Ken bizu sew yimeTal 1

kibr
arogit

beityoPiya limad serg keff yale
kibr silallew, ysruKinna
yoKirb zemedoc, yager
simag:llewoccinna arogitoc,
indihum andand yeketema
newariwoc yiTTerrallu.
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As a matter of fact very often
relatives who have never seen
each other before, meet at the

wedding.
yohannis
Where are the guests (who came
to the party) entertained?
kobbods
hall
They are entertained in a big
hall.
yohannis
singing
Is there a lot of singing and
dancing on such a day®
kobbode

drum
to beat, to hat
to sing

to dance (national or popular
dances)

Men and women in their best dresses
spend the day in dancing and
singing and beating their drums.

ohannis
bride or groom
gift, present
Is 1t customary to give presents
to the bride and groom?
kobbeds

Yes, 1t 1is.
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indiyawim bizu gize yalteyayyu
zomodoc yemmiggenafifiut beserg
Keén new.

lessrgu yomsTTut ingadoc yét
yiggabbszallu.

addaras

bet1111K addaras wisT honew
yiggabbezallu.

zofon

bezzlya Ken bizu zofsninna
Ciffora alle %

keboro
memtat
moezfen

meCoffor

setoccinna wandoc Tiru Tiru
libsaccowin lebsew,
keborowaccowin i1yyemettu
sizefnunna siCeffiru yiwilallu.

v
rmsirra
si1iTota

lomusirrawoccu siTota mesTet
rd
yotolemmeds new t

’» L4
awon, boTam yotelommeds new.
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Questions and Answers

mist magbat yemmitfellig kokotoma
new, weyiss kebalager.

gabicca Tiru neger aymeslihim 1

4
yowendimmih serg mece new.
.
diggisun ysmmideggis man now.

yagoraccihun kibr keff lomadreg
min serraccihu.

yoKirb zemed alleh %
yogabiccaw hunate 1ndét nebber.

lommanna Tirunes beteCaCCu
besintefifiaw wor togabbu.

sergun lemayet tihedalleh t
1balager wisT sint amet norshal
sint yemmihonu zemsdocc alluh.

v 4
addarasu wisT yallut sewoc rmneman
naccew.

yamarififia zofen mezfen ticilalleh t
kebsrowin yemmimetaw man new.
kebero memtat tawKallsh t

konnante mokakkel mezfon yommifellag
man new.

v v »
lemusirrawinna lomusirrawa min saTTohacceow.
oy 2
amarififia memmar adkami new.
-
yowsndimmih gabicca indet nsbber.

negoru yotofallose yimeslihal ?

yommithedibboet ager bismammah
meKoyyet tifelligallsh ¥

diggis moedegges adkami now 1
moffoTorkin tiweddewallsh ?

nege wodebalager mehed tifelligallsh ¢
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kobalager magbat 1felligallshu.

» »
awon, gabicca beTam Tiru neger

now.
ahun beKirb gize waisT yihonal.
abbatinna innaté naccew.

yotecalenin hulld mokkern.

awo, yoKirb zemedocc alluf.
beTam asdessac nsebbser.

bamotaccew tegabbu.

éwo, gize bagefifi, 1hedallshu.
sost amet bicca now.
hulett biceca naccew.

innato yohannis naccew.

éwo, 1ci1lallshu.
yone balebet nat.
yollem, alawKim.

rd
lomma new.

gona minim alsgeTTshuwaccswim.
Id
awo, beTam adkami now.
4
baTam Tiru nebber.

éwo, boTam yetofalless
yimesloefifial.

éwo, 1Koyallshu.

4
awo, beTam adkami now.
awo, 11weddewallehu.

éwo, 1felligallshu.
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ato yohannisin sint birr meKTat hamsa birr meKTat yasfelligal.
yasfelligal.

yeyilef wereKethin loman seTTohew. lopolisu seTTehut.

1srefifioccun ayyohaccew f awo, ayyshuwaccew.

bizu sewoec isirbet gebbu t yollem, algsbbum.

addis wehnibet teserra t awo, teserra.

ato kebbedeninna ato lemman awo, asmammahuwaccew.

asmammahaccew %

innato lemman man dafiflaccew. polisu dafifiaccow.
kshulettaccihu man toKeTTa. ato tesemma toKeTTa.
yoTeyyoKaccihutin yeyilef wereKst éwo, agoefifien.

agefifiaccihu 1

isrefifioccu teoleKKsKu *t awo, toleKKeKu.

sint TebeKawoc gezzah. hulett TebeKawoc gezzahu.
yoTiyyaKewin mels tawKewalleh 1 yollom, alawKewim.
ToboKaw sile negeru beTam yawKal 1 éwo, yawKal.

and sew belimd bagsiifiew iwKetu éwo, yicilal.

TobeKa lemohon yicilal t
addisu 1sirbet yeteserra yét new. kokotemaw beTam raKK bilo new.

1grofifioccun lemeTeyyoK wedesirbet 1§§i, innihid.
annihedim 1

1firdbet wisT yensbberew kirikkir min indensbber alawKim.
min nebber.

kofirdbetu yetegefifiow mels éwo, tikikkilefifia new.
tikikkilefifia new t

darset
organization yamerikan mengist dirijjit
beTam t111liK new.
U. N. O. yotoebabberut mengistat dirijjat.
spectator, on looker, observer loCowataw temelkac indihonu

gabbeznaccew.

serg bsityoPiya wisT beTam keoff yale beal bemshonu, ti1lliK dirijjit
y1Toyyi1Kal. yesergu diggis kemejjemeru befit yesorgu Ken yiwwessenal. sergu
yemmiddeggesew abzafiflawan gize belijitwanna beliju wslajoc bet new. bshotel
w1isT serg meodogges beltyoPiya yotelommeds neger aydellem.
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kesergu Ken hulett weyim sost wer Kedem bilo yeKirbinna yeruK zemedoc
hullu sile gabiccawinna sile ssrgu silemminneggeraccew, yemmicilutin irdata
lomadreg yimokkirallu. serg hulgize adkaminna bizu zigijjitin yermiTeyyikK
bemshonu, yezemed irdata beTam tefellagi new.

beityoPiya wisT yemmidderregew: serg kebota bota yilleyayyal. betililliK
ketemawoc wisT yemmidderregew serg beTam ti1lliK aydsllem. mikniyatum ysketema
nuro bsTam widd silehonenna bizu weCl silemmiTeyyiK, t1111K diggis lemedegges
ascoggarl now. bobalager wisT yemmldderregew diggis gin abzafifiawin gize
boeTam t111iK new. beteleyy habtam yehonu welajoc lelijoccaccew yommiyadergut
diggirs keff yale new.

bebalager wisT yommiffoSSomow gabicca keTintu limad gar yetomesassele
si1lehons yegabiccaw sine siratinna diggis letemelkac beTam asdessac new.

TiyyaKewoc

serg malet min malet new.

serg bsityoPiya wisT koff yale diggis new ?

serg yemmideggoesew yét nsw.

behotel wisT serg medegges yetelemmedé new %

kosergu Ken bafit yemmihonewin neger asredda.

serg loemin bizu z1g1)J1t yiTeyyiKal.

serg lemedegges yezemed irdata yasfelligal %

bobalager serginna bsketema serg mekakkel yallewin liyyunnst asredda.
habtam welajoc lelijoccaccelw yemmliyadergut yeserg diggis min aynat naw.

boityoPiyanna bamerika wisT yemmidderregewin yegabicca liyyunnset gileS.
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Unit 60

Basic Sentences

Part 1

consul
asmara

When Mr. Jones, the American
Consul, arrived in Asmara he
Wwent to see the governor at
his office ('to the provincial
government's office!).

yohannis
Is this the office of the

Provincial government?

person responsible for
carrying out certain functions

Konsil
asmora

ato yohannis yamerikan Konsil
hono asmoera wisT indederresse,
agors goziwin lemeggenafifiet

wodo ager gizat mesriyabet heds.

yih yager gizat mesriya bet now 1

asfeSSami

gudday asfeSSami

Yes, this 1s the office of the
Provincial government.

What can I do for you, sire

yohannis
Consulate
My name 1s Jones. I'm the
representataive ('I am sent')

of the U.S.
serve as consul in Asmara.

Government to

(As) I'd like to pay my respects
to the governor, would you tell
me how this could be arranged?

éwo, yih yager gizat mesriyabet
naw.

min ladirgilliwo getaye t

Konsilainnet

sime yohannls yibbalal. basmera
w1sT beKonsilinnet sira
indagoeleggill kamerikan mengist

yotelakihu nefi.

kagoro geEiw gar lomeggenafiet
si1lemmifellag, min madrag
indemmiggebbafl linsgrufi

yicilallu t

gudday asfoSSami

Would you like to wait ('stay!)
here for a moment until I
ask His Excellency (and let
you know)?®

yohannis
Thank you.

Ssh

kiburimnetaccewin TeyyiKKe
1skastawwiKiwo dares
foKadiwo bihon i1zzih gebtow
liKoyyu yiweddallu t

amasogginallshu.
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gudday asfeSSami

The governor 1s very pleased
to hear that you have arraived.

He has set the time for seeing you
at ten o'clock tomorrow.

Part I
e g~

agore geoziw momTatiwon bemesmat

bosTam tedessiteowal.

nege baratt seat meTtew,
indilyannsgaggiruwaccew
KoToro seTtewotal.

Next Day - bemagistu

agere gozi
How do you do, Mr. Jones. I was
so pleased to hear ('when I
heard!) that you arrived
yesterday. How do you like
the country?
yohannis
How do you do. I am happy to
meet your Excellency.
agore gozi
Please be seated. How long has
1t been since you arrived 1n
Ethiopia®
yohannis

It!'s been two weeks since I
arraived in Ethiopaia.

to spend several days,
to spend the rainy season

However, since I had certain
business to be taken care of
at the American Embaasy I
stayed several days in Addis
Ababa.

agere gozi

When did you arrive in Asmara?
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indsmin allu ato yohannis t
tinant memTatiwon sisoma
beTam tedessethu. agsru
tosmammawot

indemin allu. kiburinnetiwon
bemeggonafiote beTam dess
yilefifial,

i1bakkiwo yi1KKemeTu, ityoPiya
kadoarrosu sint Kon honswo.

ityoPiya kederreshu hulett
sammint yahil honofifial.

mekrem

darugin bamerikan embasi wisT
Ti1iKit yommakkenawwinaccew
guddayoc silenebberufi addis
absba kerromhu.

4
asmera kotema msc derresu.
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Yyohannis
I came to Asmara by car yesterday. asmera tinant bemekina derreshu.
agere geozl
Did you have time to visit some bomengediwo lay yemmiggefifiutin
cities on your way here® kotomawoc lemegobflet gize
agefifiu 1
yohannis
Since my cpming here was urgent, ammeTaTe becikkola silensbber,
I didn't have time to see the lomegobfiet yefelleghuwaccewin
cities I'd like to visit. kotomawoc lemayet gilze
alagefifishum.
agere geozl
If you stay in Ethiopia for some minalbat bizu gize beityoPiya
time you may have a chance to wisT yiKoyyu indshon, wedefit
see them. gize siyagefifiu lemsgobfiet
yicilallu.
yohannis
hastorical tarikawi
several ayyale
I have read in books that there tarikawi yshonu ayyale ketemawoc
are several historical cities beityoPiya wisT meggefifietaccewin
in Ethiopaa. bsmeSihaf wisT anbibbeyallshu.
chance, opportunity 1ddil
Now that I've had the chance to ahun wede ityoPiya lememTat 1ddil
come to Ethiopia I hope to see bemagfiete andandoccun ketemawoc
some of those cities. lomegobfiet tesfa adergallshu.
agere gozi
Now, were you able to find a logizew ysmmiyasfselliguwotin
ga1table house and furniture® betinna yobet 1Kawoc leomagfiset
calu t
yohannis
Thank you very much for your si1lassebullifl beTam
consideration. I got every amesegginallshu.
thing I wanted. yommiyasfelligufifiin neageroc

hullu lemagfiet ciyyallshu.
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If by any

future, we'd like you to let
us know,

to encounter, to come

across, to fat
to fight

Thank you very much for your

kindness. I'll let you know

about any problem that I may
come across.

clearly
clear open

convertible

to strengthen
enthusiasm
spirit

diplomatic, diplomate

to have (1t) built, to cause to build,

to have repaired

chance there 1s something
that we can do for you in the

agore gezi

minalbat wodefit lainredawo
yemmincilew neger indallse,
indiyastawwiKun inweddallen.

yohannais

mogTem

Torainnet megTem

si1ledegginnstiwo beTam
amesagginiwotallehu.
yommigeTmofifiin ciggair
hullu astawwiKiwotallshu.

Useful Words

werewin begilS neggerhut.
g118
g1lS mekina

weda jinnetaccowin aTenskksrut.
maTenker

kebbede yegals monfes allew.

menfos
bediplomatik sira yetawweKé now,

beten asserrallshu.

masserrat

Grammatical Notes

Note 60.1 The affix /b(e)-/ prefixed to the verb in the Perfective form and
to the time counters:

lommanna Tirunes beteCaCCu
besintefifiaw wer tegabbu.

bametaccow togabbu.

week, month, year.

How many months after their
engagement did Lemma and
Trunesh marry?

They married a year later.
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When the affix /ble)-/ 1s prefixed both to the Perfective form of the
verb and to the time counter (week, month, year), and a noun suffix pronoun
1s affixed to the counter, the resulting construction corresponds in meaning
to English subordinate clauses of time in sentences such as: 'so many weeks
(months or years) after I (he, she, you, etc.) did so-and-so, I (he, she, you,
etc.) did (or:s will do) so-and-so.

This construction 1s i1llustrated by the following exampless

1. 1zzilh bomeTTahu bswsre tammemhu. became 11l a month after I

2]

came here.

2. 1zzlh bemeTTahu besost wsre became 111 three months after

tammemhu. I came here.

]

3. 1zzih bomeTTah bewsru tammemhu. became 111 a month after you

-

came here.

i« Izzih bBemeTTah besostefifiaw became 111 three months after

wor tammemhu. you came here.

(L]

These examples show that when the actor of the main and subordinate
clauses 1s the same (sentences 1 and 2), the corresponding noun suffix
pronoun 18 affixed to the taime counter. When the subjects of the two
clauses are different (sentences 3 and li) only the definite suffix 1s affixed
to the time counter or its modifier (ordinal number or the gquestion word
/sintefifia/ 'how manieth'!). It should be noted, however, that whenever the
emphasis 1s on the time element, the definite suffix i1s affixed to the time

counters, not the noun suffix pronoun. Thus the sentences 1 and 2 can be

sa1d:
1. 1zzih bsmoTTahu beweru tammemhu. A month after I came here I
became 111.
2. 1zzih bomoTTahu besostefifiaw wer Three months after I came here
tammemhu. I became 111l.

Other time counters such as /seat/ 'hour!, /Ken/ 'day!, /magist/ 'next
day', etc. are used i1n these constructions, but only with the definite suffix,
never with the noun suffix pronouns.

Exampless
bemeTTa bemagistu tammems. 'He became 111 the next day after
he had arraived!.
bemeTTan bshuletefifiaw seat 'We had our dinner two hours
misaccinin bellan. after we had arrived!.
bomeTTa bshuletefifiaw Ken ayyshut. 'I saw him the (next) day after

he arrived.'!
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Note 60.2 Verbs Classification.

A complete classification of Amharic verbs 1s beyond the scope of this
course. The following charts 1llustrate the types of verbs that have occurred
in units 1-60. Two additional verb forms have been added:

Frequentative Causative in /a-/ and Frequentative Causative in /as-/
e.g. /alobabbesse/ 'to dress someone' and faslebabbese/ 'to cause to dress'.

The verbs are given in their three basic forms only, 1.e. Infinitive,

Perfective and Imperfectaive.

Without being complete, however, these charts take care of the majority
of the most frequently used types of Amharic verbs.

The charts include the following types of verbs:
Group I - Three-Radical Verbs.

1) Regular Three-Radical Verbs - 1s22¢3e /follege,’
Type 'A' mel2e3 /menger/
Type 'B' mele22e3  /mefelleg/

2) Three-Radical Verbs in /-o-/ 1022e3e /KoTTere/
Type 'A' melu2el /meKuTer/

Type 'B' melo22e3  /meKosses/

3) Three-Radical Verbs in /-o-/ 182203s /cokkols/
One Type mole2203  /mecekkol/

li) Three-Radical Verbs in /-a-/ la22e3s /gabbeze/

One Type mela2e3 /mogabez/

5) Three-Radical Verbs in /-a-/ le2e33a /zenegga/

- -

One Type mele23at /mozengat/

6) Three-Radical Verbs in /-e-~/ 1e2e339/1028330 /goebeyye~gobafine/

One Type melo23et/melo23et ,/megebyst~megobfiet/

7) Three-Radical /a-/ Verbs 822030 /awwoKoe/
Type 'A' ma2e3 /mawek/
Type 'B!' ma2293 /maddes/
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Group IT - Two-Radical

1)

2)

6)

7)

8)

9)

10)

11)

Two~Radical

Two-~Radical

Two-Radical

Two-Radical

Two-Radical

Two-Radical

Two-Radical

Two Radical

Two-Radical

Two-Radical

Two-Radical

Verbs

Verbs in /-a/ - le22a

Type 'A!

Type 'B!

/-o-/ Verbs in /-a/

/-a-/ Verbs in /-a/

/a-/ Verbs in /-a/

One

One

One

me}@at

/gobba/

/megbat/

mels22at /meTeTTat/

Type

Type

Type

Verbs in /-o/

/-a-/ Verbs in /~o/

/a-/ Verbs in /-s/

Verbs,

Verbs,

Verbs,

Verbs,

Type
Type

One

One
Type

One
Type

One

type

One

Type

One

1Al

1B!

Type

Type

Type

Type

Type

Type
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lo22a
me}ugat
la22a
me}agat
a22a
malat
Lo22e
megget
mele22et
1a220
melalet
a22e

ma2et

/molla/
/memulat/

/babba/
/mebabat/

/amma/
/mamat/

/seTTe/
/masTet/
/meleyyoet/

/dafifie /
/medaftet/

/ayye/
/mayet/

/Safe/
/meSaf/
/nore/

/menor/

/hede/
/mshed/

/Cess/
/meCes/
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Group IIT - Four-Radical Verbs

1)  Regular Four Radical Verbs - le2e33ele

One Type

2)  Four Radical Verbs in /-o-/

One Type

Group IV - Fave Radical Verbs

/menezzere/

mele23ol  /memenzer/

lo20330Le /tereggome/

mele230l  /metergom/

Underived form - does not usually occur.

Passive tol2e3ellie5e /tonTeleTTels/
One Type mol2e3Le5 /menTelTel/
Group I
1) Regular Three-Radical Verbs
Infinitive Perfective Imperfective
Underaved
1ot molbes lebbese yilebsal
1B' meKeTTsl KeTTole y1KeTT1ilal
Passive mellebes tolebbsss y1llebbesal
Causative in /a-/ 'A' malbes alebbase yalebsal
in /a-/ 'B' maKeTTsl aKeTTslse yaKoTT1lal
in  Jas-/ maslebbes aslebbese yaslebbisal
Frequentative Simple molababes lebabbese yilebabbisal
Causative 1in /a-/ malebabes alobabbese yalobabbisal
in Jas-/ maslebabes aslebabbese yaslebabbisal
Reciprocal Simple mellabes telabbesu y1llabbesallu
Reduplicated mellebabss teleobabbesu  yillebabbesallu
Benefactive Simple mallabes allabbess yallabbaisal
Reduplicated mallebabes allebabbese yallebabbisal
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Group I

2) Three-Radical Verbs in /-o-/ (First Vowel)

Infinitive Perfective Imperfective
Underived A meKuTer KoTTere y1KoTral
‘B! moKosses Kossese yiKossisal
Passive moKKoTar toKoTTere y1KKoTTeral
Causative 1n /a-/ 'A' mabunen abonnene yabonnal
in /a-/ 'B' maKosSes aKossose yaKossisal
in /as-/ masKoTTer asKoTTers yasKoTTiral
Prequentative - Simple moeKoTaTer KoTaTTere y1KoTaTTiral
Causative in /a-/ maKosases aKosassese yaKosassisal
in /as-/ ma sKoTaTer asKoTaTTere yasKoTaTTiral
Recaiprocal - Simple meKKwaTer toKwaTTeru y1iKKwaTTerallu
Reduplaicated meKKoTaTer toKoTaTTeru yiKKoTaTTerallu
Benefactive ~ Simple maKKwaTer aKKwaTTere yaKKwaTTiral
Reduplicated maKKoTaTer aKKoTaTTere yaKKoTaTTiral
Group I

3) Three Radical Verbs in /-o-/ (Second Vowel)

Infinaitave Perfective Imperfective
Underived mecekkol cokkols yicskkulal
Passive meccakol tocekkole yiccokkolal
Causative in /a-/ matekkos atokkose yatokkusal
in /as-/ mascekkol ascekkole yascokkulal
Frequentative - Simple mocokwakol cokwakkole yicekwakkulal
Causative in /a-/ matokwakos atokwakkose yatekwakkusal
in /as-/ mastekwakos astekwakkose yastskwakkusal
Reciprocal Simple mettakos tetakkosu yittakkosallu
Reduplicated mettekwakos tetekwakkosu yittekwakkosallu
Benefactive Simple mattakos attakkose yattakkusal
Reduplicated mattekwakos attewakkosse yattekwakkusal
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Group I

}4) Three-Radical Verbs in /-a-/ (First Vowel)

Infinitive Perfective Imperfective
Underaved megabez gabbeze vigabbizal
Pagsive meoggaboz tegabbeze yviggabbezal
Causative in /a-/ mama sen amassons yamassinal
in /as-/ masgabez asgabbeze yasgabbizal
Frequentative Simple magoebabeoz gobabbazs yigebabbizal
Causative in /a-/ mamasasen amesassone yamesassinal
in /as-/ masmesasen asmesassene yasmasassinal
Reciprocal-
Reduplicated moggebabez togebabbeze  yiggebabbazal
Benefactive Simple maggaboz aggabbeze yaggabbizal
Reduplicated maggebabez aggobabbeze yaggoebabbizal
Group I
5) Three-Radical Verbs in /-a/
Infinitive Perfective Imperfective
Underived mozongat zenoggsa yizonoggal
Passive mozzongat tozonogga yilzzeneggal
Causative 1in /a-/ mazengat azoenegga yazeneggal
in /as-/ masfendat asfensadda yasfoneddal
Frequentative Simple mozenegagat zeonegagga yizenegaggal
Causative in /a-/ mazonegagat azenegagga yazeonogaggal
in /as-/ masberstatat asberetatta yasbsretattal
Reciprocal Simple mozzonagat tezonaggu yizzenaggallu
Reduplicated mezzonogagat tozensagaggu yizzenegaggallu
Benefactive Simple mabberatat abberatta yabberattal
Reduplicated mabberstatat abbsrstatta yabbersotattal
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Group I
6) Three-Radical Verbs in /-o/
Infinitive Perfective Imperfective
Underaved mogobyot gebeyyo yigsboyyal
Passive meggoebyet togebeyye yiggeboeyyal
Causative in /a-/ mazegyst azegoyye yazogeyyal
in /as-/ masgobyet asgobayye yasgoboyyal
Frequentative Simple megobeyayet goboayayye yigebeyayyal
Causative in /a-/ mazegeyayet azogoyayye yazoegeyayyal
in /as-/ masgeabeyayst asgebeyayye yasgeboeyayyal
Reciprocal Simple meggobayet togsbayyu yiggebayyallu
Reduplaicated moggoboyayot togoebsyayyu  yiggebeyayyallu
Benefactive Simple maggebayet aggobayye yaggoebayyal
Reduplaicated maggebeyayot aggeobeyayyse yaggoboyayyal
Group I
Three-Radical /a-/ Verbs
Infinitive Perfective Imperfective
Underived 'A! mawok awwoKe yawKal
'B! maddes addess yaddisal
Passive mettades taddess yittaddesal
Causative masaddes asaddese yasaddisal
Frequentative Simple madadsas adaddese yadaddisal
Causative masgedades asedaddess yasedaddisal
Recaprocal moettewawok towawweKu yittowawwsKallu
totowawwsoKu
Benefactive Simple mastawekK astawwaKe yastawwiKal
Reduplicated mastowawsK astowawwoeKe yastowawwiKal
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Group II

1) Two-Radical Verbs in /-a/

Infinitive Perfective Imperfective
Underived 'A! megbat gobba yigebal
'B! meTeTTat ToTTa y1ToTTal
Pagsive meggobat togebba y1ggebbal
Causative in /a-/ 'A! magbat agobba yagebal
in /a-/ 'B! maTeTTat aTeTTa yaToTTal
in /as-/ masgebbat asgebba yasgebbal
Frequentative Simple megababat gebabba yigoebabbal
Causative in /a-/ magebabat agobabba yagebabbal
in /as-/ masgebabat asgebabba yasgebabbal
Reciprocal Simple moggabat togabbu yiggabballu
Reduplicated meggsbabat togebabbu yiggebabballu
Benefactive Simple maggabat aggabba yaggabbal
Reduplicated maggobabat aggobabba yaggebabbal
Group II
2) Two-Radical /-o-/ Verbs in /-a/
Infinitive Perfective Imperfective
Underaved momulat molla yimolal
Passive memmolat tomolla yimmollal
Causative 1in /as-/ masmollat asmolla yasmollal
Frequentative Simple memolalat molalla yimolallal
Causative in /as-/ masmolalat asmolalla yasmolallal
Recaprocal memmolalat tomolallu yimmolallallu
Benefactive Simple mammwalat ammwalla yammwallal
Reduplicated mammolalat ammolalla yammolallal
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Group II
3) Two-Radical /-a-/ Verbs in /-a/
Infinitive Perfective Imperfective
Underived mobabat babba yibabbal
Passive moggadat togadda yiggaddal
Causative 1in /a-/ mababat ababba yababbal
in /as-/ masbabat asbabba yasbabbal
Frequentative Simple mogedadat gedadda yigedaddal
Causative in /a-/ magedadat agodadda yagoedaddal
in /as-/ masgedadat asgedadda yasgedaddal
Reciprocal meggedadat togedaddu yiggodaddallu
Benefactive Simple maggadat aggadda yaggaddal
Reduplicated maggoedadat aggeadadda yaggedaddal
Group IT
L) Two-Radical /a-/ Verbs in /-a/
Infinitive Perfective Imperfective
Underaved mamat amma yamal
Pagssive mettamat tamma yittammal
Causative masammat a samma yasammal
Frequentative Simple mamamat amamma yamammal
Causataive ma ssmammat asemanma yasemammal
Reciprocal tomammu
mettomamat yittemammallu
tetomammu
Benefactive Simple mastamat astamma yastammal
Reduplicated mastomamat astemamma yastemammal
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Group II

5) Two-Radical Verbs in /-a/

Infainitive Perfectave Imperfective
Underived 'A! mosTet seTTs yiseTal
B! meleyyst leoyye yileyyal
Passive mosseTot toseTTe visseTTal
Causative 1in /a-/ 'A! mamset amessse yamesal
in /a-/ 'B! mabo jjot absjje yabe 3jal
in /as-/ masleyyet asleyye yasleyyal
Frequentative Simple molayayyst layayys yileyayyal
Causative in /a-/ maloyayst aleyayye yaloyayyal
in /as-/ masleyayst asloyayye yasleyayyal
Reciprocal Simple mossaTlst tosaTTu y1ssaTTallu
Reduplicated messoTaTet toseTaTTu yisseTaTTallu
Benefactive Simple massaTet assaTTs yassaTTal
Reduplicated massoTaTet  asseTaTTe yasseTaTTal
Group II
6) Two-Radical /-a-/ Verbs in /-o/
Infinitive Perfective Imperfective
Underived medafist dafifie yidafifial
Pagsive meddafist tedafifie yiddafifial
Causative in /a-/ mawafiet awafifie yawafifial
in /as-/ maswafiet a swafifie yaswafifial
Frequentative Simple mowefiafiot wofiafifie yiwofiafifial
Causative 1n /fa-/ mawsfiaflot awefiafifie yawoRafifial
in /as-/ masweflafiet  aswsfiafifie yaswofafifial
Reciprocal moeddefiafiet todefiafifiu yiddefiafifiallu
Benefactive Simple maddafiet addafifie yaddafifial
Reduplicated maddeflafiet addeflafifie yaddefiafifial
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Group IT

7) Two-Radical /a-/ Verbs in /-o/

Infinitive Perfectaive Imperfective
Underived mayet ayye yayal
Passive mettayet tayye yittayyal
Causatave masayyet asayye yasayyal
Frequentative Simple mayayst ayayye yayayyal
Causative maseyayet aseyayye yaseyayyal
Reciprocal teyayyu
metteyayost yitteyayyallu
totoyayyu
Benefactive Simple mastaCot astaCCe yastaCCal
Reduplicated masteyayet asteyayys yasteyayyal
Group II
8) Two-Radical Verbs -~ Type /Safe/
Infinitive Perfective Imperfective
Underaived meSaf Safe yiSifal
Passive meSSaf teSafs yiSSafal
Causative 1n /a-/ mawal awals yawilal
in /as-/ masSaf asSafe yasSifal
Frequentative Simple meSaSaf SaSafe y1SaSifal
Causative in /a-/ mawawal awawale yawawilal
in /as-/ masSaSaf asSaSafe yasSaSifal
Reciprocal meSSaSaf teSaSafu yiSSaSafallu
Benefactive maSSaSaf aSSaSafs yaSSaSifal
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9) Two-Radical Verbs - Type /Kome/

Group IT

Infinitive Perfectave Imperfective
Underived meKom Kome yiKomal
Passive meKKom toKomse y1KKomal
Causative 1n /a-/ maKom aKome yaKomal
in /as-/ ma sKom asKome yasKomal
Frequentative Simple mezwazwar ZWazZware yizwazural
Causative in /a-/ mazwazwar azwazware yazwazural
in /as-/ ma sKwaKwam a sKkwaKwame yasKwaKumal
Reciprocal moKKwaKwam toKwaKwamu  yiKKwaKwamallu
Benefactive maKKwaKwam  aKKwaKwame yaKKwaKumal
Group II
10) Two-Radical Verbs - Type /heds/
Infinitive Perfective Imperfective
Underived moehed heds yihedal
Pagsive moggeT togeTo yiggeTal
Causative 1in /a-/ mageT ageTo yageTal
in /as-/ mashed ashede yashedal
Frequentative Simple mogageT gageTes yigageTal
Causative 1n /a-/ magageT agageTe yagageTal
in /as-/ masglyageT asglyageTe yasgiyageTal
Reciprocal mekkiyahed tokiyahede yikkiyahedal
Benefactave makkiyahed akkiyahede yakkiyahedal
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Group IT

11) Two-Radical Verbs - Type /Cess/

Infinitive Perfective Imperfective
Underaved maCsos Coss yi1Cesal
Passaive maCCeos teCese yiCCesal
Causative 1in /a-/ maCes aCese yaCesal
in /as-/ masCes asCose yasCesal
Frequentative Simple meCaCas CaCase yiCaCasal
Causative in /a-/ maCaCas aCaCaso yaCaCasal
in /as-/ masCaCas asCaCase yasCaCasal
Reciprocal moeCCalas toCaCsass y1CCaCasal
Benefactave maCCaCas aCCaCase yaCCaCisal
Group 111
1) Regular Four-Radical Verbs
Infinitive Perfective Imperfective
Underived memenzer moenozzore yimenszziral
Passive memmenzser tomenszzore yimmenezzeral
Causative 1n /a-/ mamenzer amenszzors yamenoezziral
in /as-/ masmenzer asmenszzors yasmenezziral
Frequentative Simple memenszazor menNoezzazzoero yimenezazziral
Causative in /a-/ mamenezazer amenszazzare yamanezazziral
in /as-/ masmonozazor asmenezazzerse yasmonozazziral
Reciprocal Simple memmenazar tomenazzsru yimmenazzoerallu
Reduplicated memmenszazar temenszazzeru yimmenezazzorallu
Benefactive Simple mammenazer ammenazzers yammenazziral
Reduplicated marnmenozazor Aammonezazzore yammenezazziral
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Group IIT
2) PFour-Radical Verb in /-o-/
Infinitave Perfective Imperfective
Underived metergom toeroggomo yitereggumal
Passaive mottergom totereggome yitteroeggomal
Causative 1n /a-/ mamsnkos amenekkose yamenakkusal
in /as-/ mastergom astereggome yastereggumal
Frequentative Simple metereogwagom torogwaggomse yiteregwaggumal
Causative in /a-/ mamaonokwakos amensakwakkoss yamenskwakkusal
in /as-/ masteregwagom asteregwaggome yastoregwaggumal
Reciprocal Simple motteragom teteraggomu yitteraggomallu
Reduplication motteregwagom toteregwaggomu yitteregwaggomallu
Benefactive Simple mammonagol ammenaggols yammenaggulal
Reduplicated mammenegwagol ammensgwaggole yammensgwaggulal
Group IV
Five-Radical Verbs
Infinitive Perfective Imperfective
Underaived
Passave menTolTol tenTsleTToals yinTeleTTelal
Causative manTelTel anTelaTTels yanTeleTT1lal
Frequentative
or monTelaTol tonTelaTTelu yinTelaTTelallu
Reciprocal-Causative
manTelaTel anTelaTTele yanTelaTTilal
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Questions and Answers

kamerika wedasmora yetelakewin
Konsil sim tawKewalleh t

Konsilu kemeTTujemmiro iskezare
dires wedageraccew temsllissw
yawKallu t

ageregeziwin legibza 1betih
Tortohaccew nebbor t

kiremtun yemmitkermew yet new 1

1zzih kememTataccihu befit yét
kerremaccihu.

1zzih ketema wisT ayyale sowoc
tawKiyalles T

Janhoy 1gremengedaccewin

timihirtbetaccihun gobefiffullaccihu t

zare 1gromengesdaccihun wede Tirunses

bet hedaccihu, litTeyyiKuwat
ticilallacecihu t

yodiplomatik sira yemmisera zemed
allsh 1

wodamerika lemehed 1ddil geTmoh
yawKal 1

yommimeTut agere geozi kezzih befit

yotaififlawin ager yigezu nebber.

yotemariwoccu Tebay astemariwin
si1lalasdessetew higgun
yommiyaTenekkirew yimeslihal t

astemari lemehon yegale menfes allew t

amerika wisT tarikawl sira yeserru

bizu sewoc yiggefifiallu 1

yomeSihafbetu alafi bedegginnetaccew
yotawweKu indenebberu tawKallsh ¢t

wottadderoccu Torinnet megTemaccewin

keyét semmah.

guddayun begilS indinninegraccew
tifellagallsh ¢

yollom, alawKim.

yollom, temellisew ayawKum.

yellem, alTerrahuwaccewim.

addis abeba ketema wisT sayhon
ayKerim.

1forensay ager kermen meTTen.

T1Kit sowoc bicca awKallehu.

awon, gobfitewillinnal.

awo, 1ncilallen.

awo, allef.

éwo, lohulett wer hejje nebber.
yarusi TeKlay gizat gezi nebberu.
minalbat yaTenskkirew yihonal.
yollewim.

éwo, moltewal.

éwo, degginnataccewin awKallshu.
kebalinjeraye debdabbe derresefi.

’
awo, begilS nageruwaccew.
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wodew1CC ager lemehed 1ddil bigeTmih,
yot mehed tifelligalleh.

ato lemma lante zemedih new

yodiplomatik sira yasdessitihal ¢

1)anhoy gibbl gudday asfeSSamiwin
tawKewalleh %

yoToKlay gizatu mesriyabet, gudday
asfoSSami allew 1

tomariwoc kiremtun yetlﬁﬁéw
timihairtbet kerremu.

mozgliyawin yogeTTemew man new.

1gremengedhin tiTeyyiKenalleh t

wodebetaccow sihedu igremengedaccewin
ante zend meTtsw nebber 1

vizayen kamerikan Konsil ameTTahillifi 1

bog1lS mekina hono ketemawin yizor
yeonebberew mén nebber.

ato teosemma yetenaggersw nager
g1lS yimeslihal %

yotsbabborut mengistat dirijjat
wanna mesriyabet yét new.

yesirawin dirijjit beTam weddshewal %
lesiraw temelkac honew nebber 1
lezzih gudday temelkac man new.

yennante dirijjit alamaw mindin
new.

mekinahin asserrah t

janhoy addis betemengist asserru f

timihirtun bsCerress besammintu
sira agefifie t

lemmanna kebbede waSington bemsTTu
besost weraccew temariwoc honu T

yeTirunes 1i1) bagebbac behulett
amotwa wede ferensay ager hedac 1
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wedeltyoPiya mehed 1felligallshu.

d d
awo, zomode new.
beTam aydellem.

yollem, alawKewim.

éwon, ato lemma gudday asfeSSami
noewe.

minilik timihairtbet kerremu.

rd
sorratefifiaw new.

éwo, minalbat 1TeyyiKaccihu
yihonal.

éwo, moTtew TeyyeKufi.

yollem, gona alhedkum.

man indensebber alawKim.
yellem, beTam gi1lS aymeslefifiim.
niwyork wisT new.

’

awo, beTam wedi)jewallshu.

s

awo, nebbsrhu. ahunim nefi.
4

ato tesemma new.

lodihoc 1lijoc timiharbet
mesrat now.

éwo, tinant asserrahuwat.
hulett adaddls betemengist asserru.

'd
awon, Tiru sira agefifie.
yellem, alhonum.

awo, letimihirt hedec.
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amerika bogebbah bewsrih min t1111K yetarik meSihaf
adsrrsagh. anebbsbhu.
almazinna kebbads bstsgabbu wodawroPa hedu.

bssamintaccow yét hedu.

timihartbet begsbbaccihu bshulett yellem, ancilim.
sammintaccihu sils timihirtbetu
mawsK ticilallaccihu ¥

genzebu bemeTTa beworu demoz tessTTe t yollom, alteseTTem.

birtukanun boetekkslh bewerih wodekotoma hejje nebber.
yot hedsh nebber.

yowaCC gudday ministr behonse besost wadeferensay ager hedo nebber.
ametu yst hedo nebber.

bshedaccihu bametaccihu kamerika éwo, bametaccin temsellesn,
temellesaccihu |

bomeTTaccihu besmagistu yét sinimabet heden nebber.
hedaccihu 1

beteSomu beweraccew min aderregu. minimm aladerregum.
bayyehew beweru mots t éwon, bayyshut beoweru mote.
Tirunes betaCCec bammistefifiaw éwo, agebbac.

amot bal agebbac 1

abbatis bemeTTu bametaccew éwo, astemari honu.
astemari honu t

-~ 4
beteyayyaccihu besostefifiaw wer awo, gezzan.
mekina gezzaccihu 1

bagobbah bametih bet serrah 1 awo, serrahu.

si1lawroPa bstenaggerhu bameote ysllem, alhedhum.
wodawroPa hedh t

dirsst
bamerikanna beityoPiya mekakkel yenigdinna yeikonomi ginififiunnet
si1lalls, yamerikan mengist basmera wisT and Konsil aKumowal.

ato yohannis yetebalu amerikawi basmera ketema wisT Konsil

honsw, 1ndiseru kemsngistaccow tolikew, asmera kotema derresu.

asmora komodresaccew befit 1gro mengsdaccewin addls abeba senbitew
si1lenebber, baddis abeba ayyer hunate 13)3jig tedessetu.

basmeranna baddis abeba yayyer hunate mekakkel bsTam liyyunnet
silelelle, yasmera yayyer hunate leTenaccew 1ndemmismamma begilS tersddu.
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ato yohannis beityoPiyanna bamerika mekakksl yallewin yenigd ginififiunnet
lomaTenksrinna lemasfafat yegale menfes silenebberaccew, wediyaw indedsrresu
kagore gaziw gar lemeggonafifiet fsllsgu.

bome jemmeriyaw Ken yager gizat mesriyabetin TeyyiKew, kagefifiu bohwala
kogudday asfeSSamiw gar tenegagrew, kibur agere geziwin lemeggenafifiet indicilu
KeToro teKebbilew temellesu.

behulstefifiaw Ken beKeTerow meserst wedagsr gizat mesriyabet hedow,

kagoere goziw gar tegenafifiu.

kagers geEiw gar sileguzowinna silegobefiffuwaccew ketemawoc beseffiw
toCowawwatu. kozziyam belay minalbat ato yohannis lageru ingida bemshonaccew
irdata sayasfelligaccew ayKerim bemalet, mulu irdata indidderregillaccew
ToyyoKuwaccow. ato yohannisim beoKerrobsllaccow irdata beTam siletedessstu,
agere geEiw1n amesginow, wedoe betaccew temsllesu.

TiyyaKewoc

basmera ketema wisT min alle.

ato yohannis lemin wedasmera meTTu.

asmera kemegbataccew befit yét dersew nebber.

yaddis absba yayyer hunate 1ndét new.

beltyoPiyanna bamerika mekakkel min aynet liyyunnet alls.
ato yochannis asmera sigebu min aderrsgu.

kagors goziw gar komeggonafifiotaccow befit min aderregu.
kagore geéiw gar min teCewawwotus

agore goziw min aynet irdata aKerrsbullaccew.

behulettu ageroc mekakkel yallewin yodiplomatik ginififfunnet asredda.
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Introduction to the Amharic Writing System

Amharic 1s written with the Geez syllabary, augmented by a few symbols
for syllables which occur in Amharic, but not in Geez (characters for /s/,

/e/s 1B/ /2/s /v/, ete.)

Two of the characters represent vowel sounds; otherwise all characters
represent a syllable--a consonant plus a specific vowel.

The order 1is left to right.

Each character has seven forms (traditionally called 'orders'), to accord
with the number of vowels. The Amharic names of the seven orders are:

I /g1'1z/ consonant + /eo/
II /ka '1b 1 +  Ju/
111 /salis/ " +  /i/
IV /rabi/ 1 + /Ja/
v /hamis/ Al + e/
VI /sadis/ 1 +  /1/
VII /sab1/ ' + [o/

In addition, there are a few characters which represent consonant plus
/w/ plus vowels /gws/, /hwa/, /kwi/, etc., and a character for the consonant
/v/ plus vowel which may occur in some loanwords.

Amharic Syllabary

I II 11T Iv v VI VII

/g1'1z/ /ke 1b/ /salis/ /rabi/  /hamis/ /sadis/ /saby/
1 U ha [j: hu L{ hi L/ ha L{ he U hi bp ho
2. h 1 phw ho1ut hia ple Hh 1 ol
3. /h ha //). hu //Z hi ﬂ‘) ha /ﬁ he /;7 hi /l’ ho
Le  gp we JO ™ f? mi @ ma J? me ﬂ mi W mo
5. w s° W su b(i si t(/ sa l/{ se /w s1 yJ s0
6 & ro 4 ru g ri é, ra Zo re C ri C’ ro
7. ﬂ so /7. su /2 si /‘7 sa /2 se ﬂ s1 ﬁ s0
8. ﬁ Se ﬁ. su ﬁ si /:7 sa ﬁ se ﬁ §1 ﬁ So
9. ¢ Ke ¢ xu f Ki j’ Ka ¢ ke 9'5 K1 % Ko
10. [ be [} bu [l bt 1] Yva /3 be f]) o2 /1 o
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11.
12.
13.
1.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22,
23.
2l.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.

33.

TR TSI IOV DD QRPT D> Y - ss .

to

co

ha

ne

ko
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wa

ye

de

Jje

g9

To

Ce

Po
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Se
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Kwo

hwe

du

Jju

gu

Cu

Su

Su

fu

pu

NS ™R IN NS BTN N NN AN e Ny M

ti
ci
hi

ni

ki
hi

wi

di
Ji
gi
Ti
Ci
Pi
Si
Si
fi

pi

N ™ 02X J 33V YR RN Y T D00 W N s
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ta

ca

ha

na

ka

ha

wa

ya

da

Ja

ga

Ta

Ca

Pa

Sa

Sa

fa

pa

te
ce
he

ne

ke
he

we

s
F

H

¢

H
h
7
72
?

4

I3
H
gove
£ e
A
7 e
M Te
Q¥ Ce
4 pe
A Se
q Se
4L fe
T
4
3

pe

Kwe

hwe
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ta
c1i
hi

ni

ka
hi

w1l

7
£
7
g
4
Vg
7
7
#
7
21
517{'
ylp-
a g
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M

A

A
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Ci

to

co

ho

no

ko

ho

WO

yo

do
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n, kwo h‘ kwi ’1 kwa D kwe f}f kwi
P gwe % gwi % g 2 gwe % g1

— o - - - - —
N ve [} vu /1 vi ) va /2 ve /] v /7 vo

In a few instances, there are two or three characters for the same Amharic
syllable. These characters contrasted with each other in Geez, but are more or
less interchangeable in Amharaic.

To put 1t another way, there are alternative spellings for certain

Amharic words.

1) 1, 3 and 13, 1.e. ¢/ , ,ﬁ and 'é are /ha/y (b , //} and ’f-
are /hu/s { , A and i are /hi/, etc.

2) 5 and 7, 1.e. W eand /fJ are /so/; ¢ and /F are /su/, etc.
3) 16 and 20, 1.e. 77 and & are /a/s # ana O are /u/, etc.
ly) 30 and 31, 1.e. ﬁ and @ are /Se/, A. and & are /Su/, etec.

Note that the vowel of /gi'iz/ and that of /rabi/ in {/ , y/ '; s

H ana @ 1s the same, 1.6. ) or Y = /na/
h or h = fuay
1 or :_1, = /ha/
h oor B = fay

0 or § - )y

Note also that in modern Amharic character 18 f) 18 written in the fairst
order /gi'iz/ only. Syllables /nu/, /hi/, /ha/, /he/, /h1/ and /ho/ are re-
presented by 1, 3 or 13.

All symbols listed under the sixth order (/sadis/) may represent either

a consonant followed by the vowel /1/, or a consonant only, e.g. may be

/h1/ or /n/; o) may be /bi/ or /v/; 7 may be /ni/ or /n/, etec.
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The doubling of consonants 1s not indicated in the writing system ™ =«
the word h/) may be read /ale/ 'he said', or /alle/ 'there 1s'; h?,e
/abay/ 'a liar!' or /abbay/ 'Nile'; 79’ /gemna/ 'yet! or /genna/ 'Christmas’',
etc. The meaning 1s determined by the context.

A closer examination of the Amharic Syllabary shows that the majority
of characters are predictable modifications of their basic form, 1.e. from
the first order /gi'iz/. Thus the second order /ka'ib/ 1s characterized by
a hooked dash /<9 / usually attached to the center of the right side of the
character, e.g.

I II
/g1itiz/ /ka'ib/

In /salis/ (order III) a similar dash 1s attached to the bottom part

of the right side of the character or to 1ts extension, e.g.

I I11
/g1'1z/ /salis/
U ay 4 iy
D ooy A foiy
N oy n iy
h h sy

Characters of the fourth order /rabi/ have three basic patterns:

a) The ones which are two- or three-legged in the basic form
have the right leg extended, e.g.

I Iv
/g11z/ /rabi/
ey f Nay
Y 0 fva/
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H 2o/ H  Ja/
L, A sy
ete.

b) One legged characters in the basic form acquire a kind of
hook attached to the leg, e.g.

I v
/g1tiz/ /rabi/
P ooy L ey
7 /go/ J /ea/
T /oe/ T /ea/
I /oe/ G o/
etc.

c¢) A leg 1s atbached to originally legless characters, e.g.

I IV
/g1t1z/ /rabi/
U' foa/ Y ey
W 5o/ “ Jsas
D fus/ A ey
Y g /sa/
etec.

The fifth order (/hamis/) 1s characterized by a small sem1 circle
attached to the right leg of the character or to its extension, e.g.

I v

/g1'1z/ /hamis/
N oo/ n /ve/
b Jre) t e/
b ey § /ne/
m  Jre/ M jre/
MW fwo/ T Jue/
etc.
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The characters of the sixth and seventh orders (i1.e. /sadis/ and /sabi/)

are less predictable. Thus /sadis/ may be characterized either by a zigzag,
e.g.

I Vi

/g1t1z/ /sadis/

U /ha/ t /hi/

h sy h

N fxo N oy

M yrey (VY

T /re/ LAY

or by a hooked dash at the left side of the character, e.g.
I VI

/g1'1z/ /sadis/

N /ve/ ] o1/

ﬂh /ha/ !b /hi/

H /ze/ H /z2x/

some characters of this order have the dash attached to the right side, e.g.

I VI

Jeg1tiz/ /sadis/

£ Jao/ £ Jar/

A /se/ Y

D fuo/ O fary

Characters 20 and 31 have a vertical line attached to the top:

I VI

/g1tiz/ /sadis/

0 /a/ 0 /v

Y 8 /s

581



UNIT AMHARIC

A few characters change their shape in the sixth order in various
unpredictable ways, e.g.

I VI
/g1'1z/ /sadrs/
h ey h 1y
D Juo/ Py
W Jsoy sy
, Jre/ C e/
N Jso/ N /say
P ryer £ s
7 Jgo/ Y
b o/ ¢ ey

The seventh order /sabi/ may have either a longer left leg, e.g.

I VIiI
/g1az/ /sabi/
th  /na/ oo/
N Jso/ A /so/
n  /ee/ 1 /vo/
& Jao/ b Jao/
ete,

or a small sem1i circle (or circle) attached to the upper or the middle part
of the character, e.g.

I VII
/g1t1z/ /sabi/
U /na/ ¥ /no/
/7 /1s/ hv /lo/
VAR € /ro/
P fxo/ ¢ /xo/
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ot /te/ F Jro/
7 /na/ 9' /no/
T Jgo/ (Y
ete.

or a leg inclined toward the left, e.g.

I VII
/g1t1z/ /sabi/
0 sy 9 s
W /se/ 9} /so/
D fus/ ? feos
8 /so/ 9 /sor

Finally, the seventh order of the character P /ya/ 1s P’ /yo/ and that of

the character JD /me/ 1s W /mo/.
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AEG: A PYC P
399(

me: L11767: me- L1765 34977 554~
Y5 hIR bl ¢ Lavrr

7%= h3497F: hhd -

haes: fa#4 2 he: hosht
tho: hoat 97+
#3/7: har #1o -
ot o7 PIP- oty to A
##
h1574 b1 WELKI?
£ 1007 N7 74« 40

H 5 10 b3L4
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VhHt§: » oYl
79774
hon P PO9L 97 92772 4 /h#: I
Ph: 37 bt $0=
FR97: 2 g27/ - 17109 47
1 -
N1t 946P - 30+
DEb7 £Y5 G BE- Tt LrF
43
Pl 1
DL ML P 17
WL MRS DR 4P &P BLLHI?: PLP- b0+
I ?
LG Pl i 21 ? HIQL7F b st 47 fhd #
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k7T
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585



UNIT 2 AMHARIC

ThG- 20617
7r¢ avE5/
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A3 DRC: TS b
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